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On 05/29/20, the Volusia Sheriff's Office received a two page handwritten
complaint on Deputy Leven which was submitted by [N, the mother
of I /! the time of the incidents in question, Deputy Leven was
temporarily assigned to the Deliona Crime Suppression Team under the direct
supervision of Sergeant Bello. As such, this complaint was forwarded to

Sergeant Bello on the same day, and a supervisory inguiry was initiated.

In this complaint, il states she is in fear for (SN life due to police
harassment which has been ongoing since || NEGEGNvas a juvenile. R

which

specifically mentions a traffic stop conducted by Deputy Leven on 05/15/20 in
was the driver and was accompanied by _ and

_ N'.hcrugh_was not present during this traffic stop, she
questions the validity of the probable cause obtained to stop the vehicle and
claims the narcotics detection canine did not alert to the odor of narcotics. In
addition, [JJiilfindicated Deputy Leven referred to her as a “maniac” and told



I she would be going to prison, which [Jij perceived as a threat.

B cntions another incident on 05/28/20 in which I was arrested
at her home for an active warmrant. During the transport to the jai[,_
alleges Deputy Winhoven took a phone call from Deputy Leven, and Deputy
Leven was overheard laughing on the phone. The complaint concludes with

-staling officers are attacking il pased of of hearsay, which has
caused unnecessary fear, stress, and financial hardships.

Sergeant Bello reviewed all Body Wom Camera (BWC) recordings from deputies
who were present during the traffic stop on 05/15/20 and the warrant arrest on
05/28/20. On 05/15/20 at approximately 2201 hours, Deputy Leven conducted a
traffic stop on a white Toyota Gamr-i the [ G
— The purpose of the stop was for dark window tint
on the vehicle. Deputy Leven introduced himself to [ ll who was driving
the vehicle, and began applying his tint meter to the front and rear passenger
windows. In doing so, Deputy Leven noticed [l w=s improperly wearing
her seatbelt with the shoulder hamess positioned behind her back. When asked
for her driver's license, registration, and proof of insurance, | IR=cvised
she did not have her driver’s license in her possession. Deputy Luoma arrived
on scene and walked his K2 partner “Jago”™ around the vehicle, who displayed a
positive alert for the odor of narcotics emanating from the vehicle. A probable
cause search was conducted which revealed remnants of marijuana in the
vehicle and a clear plastic baggy containing a Schedule Il substance in [

-pants_ While the search of the vehicle was being conducted, Deputy
Leven noticed a GPS monitor on [l =nkle. Deputy Leven inquired
about her probationary status and suggested she not drive around with marijuana
in her car or she could end up in prison, especially since she is already on
probation. -was arrested, and I was released from the scene
without incurring any citations for the traffic violations committed.

On 05/28/20 at approximately 1759 hours, Sergeant Bello, Deputy Clausen, and
Deputy Winhoven accompanied Detective Sergeant Genao and Detective
Weaver to th-residen:e to apprehen_ar her active warrant for
Principal to Aggravated Assault with a Firearm, Felony Battery, and Possession
of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon]jii] This warrant was obtained by the
Deltona Detectives Unit (DDU) in reference to an ongoing investigation, and
“ﬂ be towed as it was listed in a search warrant. Prior to
arrival, called into central dispatch with a complaint of death
threats being made against Il Sergeant Genao and Detective Weaver
met with Il =t the front door. She initially lied and claimed || v=s
not home, which was confrary to _ location provided by her GPS ankle

manitor. -became agitated with the detectives and shut the door. The
detectives knocked again to inform - the white Toyota Camry would be



towed for the purpose of executing a search warrant, at which point | INNIII
presented herself in the doorway and was subsequently taken into custody.
Deputy Winhoven 1ran5pnrled_ to the Volusia County Branch Jail.
During the transport, Deputy Winhoven fielded several brief phone calls, but
none of them were from Deputy Leven and no one was heard laughing,
according to the BWC recording.

Sergeant Bello met with Deputy Leven and spoke to him about the traffic stop he
conducted on - on 05/15/20. His account of events were consistent
with his incident report and BWC recording. When asked about the allegation of
him laughing at [} during a phone conversation with Deputy Winhoven,
Deputy Leven advised the following: Deputy Leven was off duty at the time of
the phone conversation. The phone call was very brief, and Deputy Leven asked
Deputy Winhoven what he was doing. When Deputy Winhoven told him he was
sitting in the sally port of the jail with three prisoners, Deputy Leven laughed and
said he was going to be there a while. At no point was|| Jll rame
brought up in the conversation.

Sergeant Bello spoke to Deputy Winhowven regarding the transport of

to the jail. Deputy Winhoven said he did receive a phone call from Deputy
Leven, but conﬁrmed-name was never mentioned during the
conversation. Deputy Winhoven's account of the conversation was consistent
with Deputy Leven's. Deputy Winhoven informed Sergeant Bello the
conversation was not captured by his BWC because he received the phone call
while he was already inside the sally port of the jail. It is common practice for
deputies to stop BWC recordings once inside the jail because the facility has its
own surveillance cameras and their policy does not allow deputies to enter with
recording devices.

Sergeant Bello contactedj by phone on 06/04/20 and notified her that her
complaint had been received and was investigated. Sergeant Bello asked
I i s had any additional information to add to her complaint, to which
she stated the basis of her complaint was that she felt that her daughter was
being unfairly treated and harassed. Sergeant Bello assured her this was not the
case, which was evident after reviewing all BWC recordings, reading all related
reports, and speaking to the deputies involved. Sergeant Bello thoroughly
explained to [Jjthe iustifications for the stop and subsequent search of
Chakeeria's vehicle on 05/15/20. Sergeant Bello informed [l her claims
that Deputy Leven threatened to imprison -were false. Sergeant Bello
further explained tol il the arrest of her daughter on 05/28/20 was the result
of an arrest warrant signed by a judge stemming from an investigalion conducted
by VSO detectives. Sergeant Bello advised - the phone call taken by
Deputy Winhoven was from an off-duty deputy, and there was no evidence to



support the facl that Depuly Leven was laughing at - Sergeant Bello
concluded by telling he did not observe any ill will or harassment
directed towards -which was apparent after review of the BWC
recordings and the fact that she was not issued a single citation after commitling
several traffic 1..-'iuznlal'u::ns.- appreciated the phone call and the

explanation, but stated she disagreed with Sergeant Bello's findings and would
pursue the matter to a “higher power.”

After careful review ol_complaint and all of the facts associated
with the events, Sergeant Bello determined the traffic stop, search, and
subsequent arrest for narcolics were lawful. There were no threats of
imprisonment directed at [JJij and there is insufficient evidence to suggest
Deputy Leven's laugh during a private phone conversation was direcled at her
gither. Sergeant Bello has concluded the allegation of harassment from Deputy
Leven was unfounded.
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