
WITNESS STATEMENT 
 

JB – Jack Bisland AO – Capt. Alan Osowski 
 
JB Testing 1-2-3-4-5, 5-4-3-2-1.  Today’s date is January 5th, 2011.  The time now is 

approximately 9:15am.  My name is Jack Bisland, I’m an investigator sworn law 
enforcement officer with the State Attorney’s Office in the 7th Judicial Circuit.  
I’m conducting a criminal investigation and this interview is being conducted at 
the State Attorney’s Office in Deland, Florida.  I’m interviewing Mr. Alan 
Osowski.  Also present in the room is Mike Teal an attorney representing Mr. 
Osowski.  Before we get started I would like to establish first Alan that this 
statement is voluntary is that correct? 

 
AO That’s correct. 
 
JB And that no one has threatened you, coerced you or made you any promises in 

order to induce you to make a statement at this time is that correct? 
 
AO That’s correct. 
 
JB Additionally I want to establish that you’re under no obligation to answer 

questions or give a statement in this matter as anything you say can and will be 
used as evidence against you in court, do you understand that? 

 
AO Yes I do. 
 
JB And essentially it’s been represented to me that you’re here today voluntarily 

waiving your rights aware of them because you want to tell your side of this story. 
 
AO That’s correct. 
 
JB Very good.  Your attorney’s here Mr. Teal representing you to provide you 

counsel during this interview and at any time if you wish to confer with him or 
stop questioning or leave certainly you may do so, do you understand that? 

 
AO Yes I do. 
 
JB Ok this will be a sworn audio recorded statement taken by law enforcement 

officer pursuant to Florida Statute 117 10 and at this time I’d like to place you 
under oath.  If you would please just raise your right hand.  Do you solemnly 
swear of affirm that the statement you are about to give will be the truth the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

 
AO I do. 
 
JB Would you please state your full name and date of birth? 
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JB Spent Thanksgiving Day early at your residence in Orange City, you then 

collectively went to the Debary Country Club where you had a meal and then 
returned back to your home.  Is that an accurate summary of the day’s events? 

 
AO  Yes, uh huh. 
 
JB How did it come that evening or late afternoon, how did Michael come to drive 

your mother home? 
 
AO We were planning on having a two day garage sale after Thanksgiving, we 

normally do it every year it’s kind of like a tradition for us and so approximately 
6:00 all our garage sale items were kept in my mother in law’s garage so we all 
decided well it was time to start getting ready for that garage sale.  My mom, I 
normally take my mom home but she doesn’t get a chance to see her son, her 
grandson very often so she asked if he would take her home. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO And I agreed um, because we had some things to do and he needs to spend I like 

to see him spend time with his Nana and so that’s how she got to be driven home 
by Michael. 

 
JB Ok very good. 
 
AO At the same time they left my wife and I in separate vehicles went over to my 

mother in law’s house to start loading up the cars with all the garage sale items for 
the next day. 

 
JB Very good.  How were you notified of the accident? 
 
AO I received a phone call from Michael and from the best of my recollection all he 

really said was “Dad I’ve been in an accident” and he told me where and I, he 
must have got busy with something I’m not sure but that was the extent of the 
conversation. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO My truck was backed into the, up to the garage door and my wife’s car was in 

front of mine so I just said “listen Michael’s been in an accident I need to go, give 
me your keys and I’ll give you a call and let you know what’s going on”  I don’t 
know if I’d actually left the driveway yet or whether I was just getting in the car 
but I got another phone call from Michael. 

 
JB Ok. 
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AO And he said something to the effect that Nana’s hurt and he, your could tell he 
was just devastated, he was panicking and so I said “I’m on my way” 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO And that’s all, that’s the only contact I had with him until I actually arrived on 

scene. 
 
JB Can you, if you can can you estimate the amount of time from when Michael and 

your mom left till you got the first phone call? 
 
AO Time, times are really screwed up for me that night.  I’m going to guess maybe 

10, 10 minutes? 
 
JB Ok very good.  So you responded, you arrived on the scene and you were driving 

your wife’s car as you said, what were your initial observations? 
 
AO I saw a lot of emergency personnel.  I pulled up and I parked behind, behind a um, 

a fire department it wasn’t a truck it was like a maybe like a command vehicle or 
something and I could see, I could see where Michael’s car was up near the 
intersection up on the, up on the curb or the grass whatever and um, I could see 
Mike, as I started walking up to the car I saw Michael there looking, he had such 
a panicked look on his face like he was standing there watching and there was a 
female I assume was a paramedic or possibly a nurse leaning um, kind of kneeled 
outside the car and then I saw my mom kind of hunched over in the car.  Um, they 
were trying to talk to her.  As I got closer I, it didn’t look like, her eyes weren’t 
open but they were trying to get her to do something.  Somebody had, I heard 
vital signs being called out and they sounded pretty good to me but so I got to the 
window and I started talking to her just, I don’t know if she knew I was even there 
but I just thought maybe the sound of my voice would help her…I’m sorry. 

 
JB I understand. 
 
AO Realize that everything’s going to be ok just relax and everything’s going to be 

ok.  And so that was my initial observations. 
 
JB Do you remember communicating with any of the deputy sheriff’s at the scene? 
 
AO Uh, I know Sgt. Day came up and talked to me at one point.  I don’t know 

whether he just saw me or whether he was just coming over to check on Michael.  
I understand that he had already checked Michael, Sgt. Day is also a paramedic 
and he kind of checked his chest, Michael was hurting pretty bad he got, I guess 
he got the brunt of the steering wheel.  Um, anyway I think I might have told him 
that it was my mom and I don’t think he knew that and then of course he 
disappeared again and I don’t recall having any long conversation with him. 
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JB Do you remember having a conversation with Deputy Sheriff Galarza? 
 
AO Not necessarily a conversation but I think he was the one that, and I wasn’t 

getting a lot of information from any of the medical people. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO  They probably had no clue who I was but I think Dep. Galarza told me that they 

were taking, the helicopter already landed and they were originally going to be 
taking her to Halifax but when they were, when she was in the ambulance I guess 
they were having some kind of a, her vitals were going bad again and he said 
something about “they’re going to take her to Fish Hospital to stabilize her before 
they take her to Halifax” and uh, I think that’s the only contact, other contact I 
had with him until a little bit later after the, after the ambulance left.  I said “is it 
ok can we go?” and he said “yeah go ahead”  

 
JB Let me, let me, lets get in the weeds in that just a little bit (unintelligible). 
 
AO Ok (unintelligible) 
 
JB So at some point after your mom is transported via ambulance to Fish Memorial 

you have a conversation with Dep. Galarza and you essentially say… 
 
AO It’s just a question basically. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO You know I guess at that point he is telling me, I can’t remember the exact 

timeline on how these conversations took place but... 
 
JB I understand. 
 
AO …but um, I guess that’s when he told me that the ambulance went to the Fish and 

I said “Can we go?” 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO And, and he said, and his words were almost like, almost “yeah you can” 
 
JB And you said “we” who… 
 
AO We... 
 
JB …who was that? 
 
AO It would have been myself and Michael. 
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JB And was Michael there if you can remember? 
 
AO Yeah Michael was right there when I asked him that question. 
 
JB And Deputy Sheriff Galarza said “yes” 
 
AO Yes. 
 
JB Prior to leaving the scene did you remove anything and take it with you from 

Michael’s vehicle? 
 
AO Yeah we kind of took everything out of the trunk of his car.  I um, it was obvious 

that car was never going to be driven again so we uh took, he had his school 
books and his work materials and it’s actually a hatch back so I think we had to 
go in behind the seat I don’t really recall specifically. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO And of course I grabbed my mom’s purse and her shoes because they had, they 

had taken them off and I knew that when she woke up and she would want, those 
were her favorite shoes and if I didn’t have her shoes I was going to be in big 
trouble. 

 
JB So you and Michael then leave the scene of the accident, where are you going? 
 
AO We go to Fish Hospital. 
 
JB And why were you going to Fish? 
 
AO Because that’s where I was told that the ambulance was going to Fish Hospital.  

And then um, then the helicopter was also going to Fish Hospital and they were 
going to air lift her from Fish to Halifax. 

 
JB What did you learn at your arrival?  Did you go directly to Fish? 
 
AO I went directly to Fish. 
 
JB What did you learn upon your arrival? 
 
AO When I got there I met the acting chief he might be fire chief now but he was 

acting chief Rick Boregard and my first comment were “what are you doing 
here?” you know and he said “I heard the call” so he, he was going to escort me 
into the hospital.  At the same time I think I ran into chaplain Alex Carmichael 
and so we were right there at the entrance to the ER and Rick opens the door and 
we walk in and I guess they were working on her in the first room on the left hand 
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side and they closed the curtain and I hear a flurry of activity and Rick said “lets 
step back outside again” so we step back outside, just outside the doors.  The 
room’s right inside the doors and so we just stepped right outside the doors. 

 
JB Is Michael with you this whole time? 
 
AO And Michael is with me yes absolutely. 
 
JB Ok very good. 
 
AO And um, within a very short time and I, minutes perhaps two doctors come out 

and tell me um, ask who I am and I said “I’m her son and this is her grandson” I 
think, and they said um, “well her age is against her but she has a broken pelvic, 
she had a collapsed lung but we were able to put a chest tube in” and they 
mentioned some type of a head trauma but I didn’t really quite catch that and so 
I’m thinking well that’s not too bad, when she gets to Halifax I’m sure they’re 
going to fix her up just right you know so um, so anyway we just kind of stood 
around and waited because they hadn’t wheeled her back out to the helicopter yet 
so we were just basically waiting at this point. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO And I don’t recall any other conversation with a doc, with any of the medical 

personnel.  There was a woman there um, she said something about “I was, I was 
at the scene” I think she was in scrubs and I think she said her name was Cindy 
but I’m not, I just don’t remember for sure. 

 
JB I know you mentioned times are difficult for you because of the confusion and all 

but can you estimate how long generally you were at Fish? 
 
AO I don’t think any longer than 10 minutes. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO Because I think after the doctors came out and that was, that was pretty quick 

after I got there I think they were, they were wheeling her on the gurney to the 
helicopter within, within minutes of that.  

 
JB Do you remember seeing or speaking with any members of the Sheriff’s Office at 

Fish? 
 
AO Um, no.  I ran, Cliff Williams had stopped by.  He was, he was at his mom’s and 

he heard the call so he came over um, I saw him just briefly and then um, and then 
Alex Carmichael of course. 

 
JB Ok that’s the chaplain? 
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AO And then the Sheriff called me while, at that time and I was talking to the Sheriff. 
 
JB Cliff Williams is that a deputy? 
 
AO Uh yeah that’s a lieutenant? 
 
JB Ok was he working then? 
 
AO No, no. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO He was off. 
 
JB I learned from interviews, it was represented to me from interviews that I 

conducted that when you and Michael left Fish you were headed to your house to 
get Ann and go to Halifax is that accurate? 

 
AO No because I never said anything about, I mean I’m not sure, no I never said 

anything.  Um, at this point I had two, two main concerns.  My mind wasn’t 
working for whatever reason which is really distressing me today um, I, my mom, 
I had two focuses.  One was my mom and being there for her when she, when she 
got out of the uh, when she got out of surgery and the other was for Michael who 
was hurting and basically in shock is the best I could recall and I knew that I was 
going to go to Halifax Hospital and I was going to stay there for the duration 
however long it took and I knew that Michael couldn’t do that.  He needed, he 
was hurting and I wanted, I really wanted to try to tell him to come to my house 
because we live fairly close to, close to there.  Um, but he said “no I want to go 
home” so I chose to take him home. 

 
JB What did you do when you left Fish? 
 
AO I took him home. 
 
JB You drove Michael home to Deland. 
 
AO Drove Michael home right. 
 
JB So you left Fish, you drove Michael home. 
 
AO Right. 
 
JB Did you go in the house when you got there?  If you can remember. 
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AO I, yes because I had to help him carry all of his personal belongings into the 
house. 

 
JB And then you left Michael’s house where did you go? 
 
AO I went right straight home to pick up Ann. 
 
JB The route, that route then from Fish to Deland back to Orange City to Daytona, is 

there a reason why you didn’t pick Ann up on the way and then go to Daytona?  
Was there any thought about that, can you…? 

 
AO No there wasn’t.  I’m not even sure if she was home um, because when I left she 

stayed, when I left Dorothy’s house she stayed with Dorothy.  I don’t know how 
long, I, I, just it really wasn’t even a thought actually. 

 
JB Ok.  Do you remember having a phone conversation with Ann at some point.  

You said that you were preparing for the garage sale, you told her there’s been an 
accident I’m going, do you remember subsequently shooting her a call of some 
kind briefing her? 

 
AO Yeah I’m sure, I’m sure I did um, in fact that’s why, that’s, I think we talked 

about going to Halifax, she said she was going to pack toothbrushes… 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO …and mouthwash and mints and things because we were planning on being there 

for the duration.  My mom has had several issues, medical issues and every single 
one she’s bounced back and came thru with flying colors. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO Cancer, broken back, so it was not, I just knew that she was going to be fine um… 
 
JB At the point in time where you take Michael to his house in Deland, did you, what 

were your conversations with him?  I mean in your mind when you left what was 
Michael going to do that evening, had he shared any of that with you? 

 
AO No he really didn’t say.  He was, he was pretty much just lethargic and, and we 

probably I don’t even recall any conversations that we had. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO We just... 
 
JB Ok that’s fine. 
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AO I don’t know. 
 
JB So you pick up your wife Ann at your home in Orange City and then you travel to 

Halifax.  Essentially when you arrive at Halifax who’s there and what do you 
learn? 

 
AO I’m um, when we get there uh I had never been to the new part so I pulled into the 

wrong parking lot and that’s the first conscious thought I had when I pulled in and 
(unintelligible) nobody’s here so and every parking lot, every parking space was a 
handicap so I had to find a, anyway when we get up to the door I’m greeted by 
Capt. Chico Mandizha and Lt. Charlie Brown and they of course said “come on 
back with us” so we start walking and I’m, I’m expecting there to be a flurry of 
activity.  Well we’re going passed all the emergency rooms, curtains closed lights 
on a lot of activity and we’re going further and further back into the emergency 
room and it’s getting darker and less activity and I’ve got this sinking feeling in 
my stomach and I don’t, anyway we come to this nurses station where there’s one 
nurse and she’s on the phone and she, she just kind of cups the phone and says 
“have you been updated?” and I said “no” so she finishes her business on the 
phone and comes around the desk and “I’m sorry to tell you that your mom died” 
well the floor just fell out from under me and my wife just, it was bad. 

 
JB Ok.  There’s a period of time there where you spend some time, you and your 

wife Ann… 
 
AO Right, right. 
 
JB …with your mom.  Did you or Ann call Michael to notify Michael? 
 
AO I believe Ann did.  We made a lot of phone calls after the, the um, and I’d say we 

were there a while.  After the initial shock and you know I sat down, I called my 
sister um, and had a conversation with her.  I think… 

 
JB Does your sister live in New York? 
 
AO Yeah she lives in New York yeah.  Um, she uh, I think Ann called well she 

probably called everybody else I, I was, I was pretty upset. 
 
JB Prior to leaving Halifax do you remember speaking with Capt. Mandizha and Lt. 

Brown and either one of them asking where Michael’s location was? 
 
AO Uh, no they never asked me that and that’s something that I’ve thought about 

afterwards, no one ever asked me where Michael was.  When we were leaving 
um, Capt. Mandizha said um, I’m trying to remember the exact words.  Um, “you 
know the deputies are going to need to speak with Michael” and I’m thinking why 
are you telling, I know they are why are you telling me this you know.  And I said 
“oh I know there’s no problem” but they, no one ever asked me where he was. 

 10



 
JB So you don’t remember any confusion about um, representing or saying “well 

he’s at the house” meaning his house versus your house, do you have any 
recollection of any of that? 

 
AO No, nothing was, nothing was said about, nothing was asked about his 

whereabouts until we got home. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO Um and then, then we had some conversations about that. 
 
JB Ok, so you leave Halifax with your wife and where do you go? 
 
AO To Dorothy’s house.  My mom and my mother in law were best friends and uh… 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO ….and she took it really bad and, and I don’t know if my wife called her by phone 

or not but I know that we wanted to stop by and see how she was doing.  We were 
there probably 15, 20 minutes at the most. 

 
JB And is she in close proximity to you in Orange City? 
 
AO Yeah about three or four streets away from our house? 
 
JB Ok very good.   
 
AO In fact I had received a, after we left Halifax um, I received a call from Lt. Brown, 

um, saying, because when we left I guess there was some property that we were 
supposed to take with us and the nurse wasn’t there so nobody I guess knew and 
so we were probably on ISB I think, I’m not even sure but he said “there’s 
property here for you to pick up” and I said “listen can you just grab it” I did not 
want to go back into the emergency room for anything in the world. 

 
JB Absolutely. 
 
AO And I said “if you don’t mind I’ll just catch up with you later” 
 
JB Very good. 
 
AO So after we leave Dorothy’s house we had just gone half way down the street and 

he calls again and said “hey I’ve got the property for you, I’m at your house” and 
I, “ok I’ll be right there we’re just around the corner” basically.  So when we 
drove up there were three SO cars there. 
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this call…” and I started to give central’s number but then I thought well what 
number should I give him and I guess Lt. Brown gave me a number, I don’t recall 
what that was at all. 

 
JB Very good.  Did you provide information to the deputies that night at your house 

about Michael’s girlfriend and her identity or phone number or any information 
about her? 

 
AO Um, I don’t remember but all I knew was her first name so I wouldn’t have been 

able to give them any information about her other than her first name and the fact 
that I did know Michael had mentioned to me probably prior to Thanksgiving that 
she was going to be in south Florida for Thanksgiving… 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO …with her family, extended family I guess. 
 
JB When was the last time you spoke with Michael on the night of the 25th? 
 
AO Uh, when I personally spoke to him probably when I dropped him off at his 

house. 
 
JB The next morning do you contact Michael or does Michael contact you? 
 
AO Michael calls me, he must have got his messages and I’m guessing it’s around 

7:30 in the morning. 
 
JB And what’s that conversation, what happens as a result of that? 
 
AO Um, I asked him “did the deputies get a hold of you?” because when they never 

came, when they never came back the night before I just assumed that they had 
made contact.  No one, no one called me, no one said anything, so I just assumed 
that everything was fine.  When he called me in the morning I said “did you talk 
with the deputies last night?” and he said “no” and I said “well go look on the 
outside of your door did anybody leave a card?” and no they didn’t.  So I said “ok 
well they want to talk to you, stay by the phone” or something, words to that 
effect I’m not even sure what I said I didn’t get much sleep that night so I’m not 
really positive what I said. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO But I do know that as soon as I hung up with him I contacted the uh, I knew that 

delta shift was working, the sergeant is Dan Genovese, I was hoping he was 
working that day.  I called him and said “listen do me a favor, see if you can get a 
hold of…” I can slow down a little bit if you want to… 
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JB No, I’m good. 
 
AO Um, see if you can get a hold of Joe Ramos he’s, he was the Debary motor man 

on duty and he’s also a THI member but I didn’t know what, I didn’t know what 
team came out the night before. 

 
JB Ok. 
 
AO So I said “listen get a hold of whoever you need to get a hold of and let them 

know that I just got a, just received a phone call from Michael he’s at the house 
and he’s ready for somebody to contact him” and, and Sgt. Genovese assured me 
that he’d take care of that. 

 
JB Ok and then ultimately yourself, Michael, I believe Ann and Hilary Drew who is 

Michael’s girlfriend… 
 
AO Drew, that’s right. 
 
JB …later that day go to the Sheriff’s Office Deltona sub… 
 
AO Deltona substation right. 
 
JB And all four of you are interviewed? 
 
AO Yeah, right, correct. 
 
JB Do you remember learning that Michael took a sleeping pill the night of the 25th? 
 
AO Yes and… 
 
JB Tell me about that please. 
 
AO …yeah this was strange um, we’re sitting on our back porch about um, I’m going 

to guess, well it was after 11:10 because that’s when our little decorative lights go 
off on the timer so we were sitting in the dark and I get a call from uh, Major 
Jones and his first words of course are his sympathies about the incident and uh, 
and then he says you know “the deputies need to, on a professional note, the 
deputies need to get in touch with Michael” and I said “yes I know they’ve been 
here and I’ve given them as much…” I don’t recall the exact conversation but my 
wife is telling me while I’m talking to Major Jones my wife is telling me that she 
tried calling him several times and earlier and I don’t even know when, I just 
don’t know, but she said that he had taken an Ambien. 

 
JB Ok. 
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AO Ok but I called her, yeah. 
 
JB That would have been from Halifax. 
 
AO From Halifax right, from the ER. 
 
JB And then at 10:18 there is a um, phone call to your voicemail so perhaps you 

checked your voicemail at that point.  At 10:54… 
 
AO To my voicemail? 
 
JB Yeah, to your phone calling your voicemail. 
 
AO I don’t know what that would be, ok. 
 
JB But at 10:54 there’s a phone call two minutes in duration to your son Michael.  

Would that likely have been… 
 
AO That’s when Lt. Brown asked me to make that phone call. 
 
JB Ok and you left a voicemail message? 
 
AO And I left a voicemail message right. 
 
JB And then the next activity on your phone is the following morning where you 

received an incoming call from Michael’s cell phone at 7:13 in the morning. 
 
AO It was 7:13 ok, I just thought it was 7:30 but I… 
 
JB And that would have been, essentially Michael wakes up, hears his messages and 

calls his dad. 
 
AO Hears his messages right, calls me right. 
 
JB Ok.  Do, you mention your conversation with Major Jones on the phone.  Do you 

remember him asking you if you would go to Michael’s house and assist the 
deputies? 

 
AO No. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO Which I would have done had someone asked me to do that.  But I don’t believe, I 

don’t believe he asked me that. 
 

 17



JB Ok.  Um, just a follow up question from the scene, do you remember Michael 
surrendering his license to any one of the deputy sheriffs at the scene? 

 
AO I never witnessed that but he told me he had and did all that information, he gave 

his story, he gave all the required information and received it all back and I don’t 
know if it was before I got there, after I got there I, I just don’t know. 

 
JB Ok.  Give me one minute just to make sure. 
 
AO Ok. 
 
JB  I don’t have any additional questions.  Certainly at this time if you have any 

questions either of you I would be more than happy to try to answer them. 
 
AO I’d just like to add one more thing. 
 
JB Ok. 
 
AO  You know I’m a, I’ve been in law enforcement a long time and I’ve never had a 

problem making decisions, um, knowing what to do.  That night I, I was clueless I 
had an emotional melt down.  I don’t remember times, I don’t remember, 
remember anything and that’s a real embarrassment to me today.  That’s not how 
you’re supposed to act.  I just wanted to let you know that. 

 
JB Ok.  Mr. Teal is there anything you’d like to add? 
 
MT Just if I might ask him a question.  You said you felt Michael was in shock? 
 
AO Yeah, yeah. 
 
MT And pain? 
 
AO Yeah in pain. 
 
MT You think you may have been in shock? 
 
AO You know I’ve been told I might have been in shock um, I know that nothing, my 

brain wouldn’t work, I, I remember people asking me you know thru out this 
whole ordeal “anything we can do for you just let us know”  

 
MT Uh huh. 
 
AO I didn’t know what to do. 
 
MT Right. 
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AO I, I couldn’t make two thoughts come together in my head you know all I could 
see was my mom and my son and that’s all, that’s all I knew and looking at it later 
there’s a ton of things I could have done but nothing worked. 

 
JB Very good. 
 
MT Do you have any idea how long you and Michael were at the scene before Dep. 

Galarza said it was ok to leave? 
 
AO Um, I’m just going to guess.  Well I didn’t leave until after the ambulance left so 

you know I, whatever the CAD history would have but I’m going to say at least, 
at least a half hour, 40 45 minutes maybe I’m not sure. 

 
MT Ok. 
 
JB Any other questions or comments? 
 
MT No, not at this time. 
 
JB This will conclude the interview, the time now is approximately 9:52 
 
    
 
 
 
 


