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APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION TO THE SUPREME COURT OF 

FLORIDA 

Instructions: Respond fully to the questions asked below. Please make all efforts to include your full 

answer to each question in this document. You may attach additional pages, as necessary, however it is 

discouraged. In addition to the application, you must provide a recent color photograph to help identify 

yourself.   
 

Full Name: Michael Thomas McHugh Social Security No.:   

Florida Bar No.: 968978 Date Admitted to Practice in Florida: 12/27/1992 

1. Please state your current employer and title, including any professional position and any public 

or judicial office you hold, your business address and telephone number. 

 

State of Florida – Chief Judge Twentieth Judicial Circuit 

1700 Monroe Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)533-2775 

 

2. Please state your current residential address, including city, county, and zip code. Indicate how 

long you have resided at this location and how long you have lived in Florida. Additionally, 

please provide a telephone number where you can be reached (preferably a cell phone number), 

and your preferred email address. 

 

                                                        – 21 years at this address 

I have lived in Florida for 48 years 

(239) 

  

 

3. State your birthdate and place of birth. 

 

May 26, 1967 

Shelby, Ohio 

 

4. Are you a registered voter in Florida (Y/N)? Yes 

 

5. Please list all courts (including state bar admissions) and administrative bodies having special 

admissions requirements to which you have ever been admitted to practice, giving the dates of 

admission, and if applicable, state whether you have ever been suspended or resigned. Please 

explain the reason for any lapse in membership. 

 

Florida Bar – 1992 to present 
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Middle District of Florida- 1993 

 

6. Have you ever been known by any aliases? If so, please indicate and when you were known by 

such alias. No 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

7. List in reverse chronological order each secondary school, college, university, law school or any 

other institution of higher education attended and indicate for each the dates of attendance, 

whether a degree was received, the date the degree was received, class standing, and graduating 

GPA (if your class standing or graduating GPA is unknown, please request the same from such 

school). 

 

University of Florida College of Law – 1989-1992 – Juris Doctorate – May 16, 1992.  GPA- 

2.97.  Class Rank 83 out of 195. 

University of Florida – 1985-1988 – Bachelor of Science in Accounting – December 17, 1988. 

GPA 3.20 

I requested my class rank from the University of Florida Registrar and received the below 

response.  I have contacted the Fisher School of Accounting and will provide the information 

upon receipt. 

 

Good morning Michael, 

 

Thank you for contacting the Office of the University Registrar. Our office does not use a class 

rank system due to the number of students that attend our university every semester. We 

recommend reaching out to the department that oversees your program to find out if they are able 

to provide this information.  

 

If you have any further inquiries, feel free to reach out to our office by replying to this email or 

calling the OneStop at (352) 392 - 2244. 

 

Have a great day! 

 

Best, 

Dante Maldonado 

Office of the University Registrar 

Division of Enrollment Management 

-- 

222 Criser Hall, Gainesville FL, 32611-4000 

P:(352) 392 2244 F:(352) 846 1126 
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8. List and describe any organizations, clubs, fraternities or sororities, and extracurricular activities 

you engaged in during your higher education. For each, list any positions or titles you held and 

the dates of participation. 

 

I participated in Cross Country and Track for the University of Florida while in Undergrad. 

I was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity and served as treasurer. 

I was the Accounting School Representative for Honor Court while in Undergrad.  I was 

responsible for rewriting the University of Florida Honor Code. 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT: 

9. List in reverse chronological order all full-time jobs or employment (including internships and 

clerkships) you have held since the age of 21. Include the name and address of the employer, job 

title(s) and dates of employment.  For non-legal employment, please briefly describe the position 

and provide a business address and telephone number. 

 

20th Judicial Circuit Court Judge, 1700 Monroe Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 May 2006 – 

Present 

 

Attorney and Managing Attorney Allstate Staff Counsel, 200 Main Street, Fort Myers, FL 

33901, January 1995 – April 2006 

 

Assistant State Attorney 20th Judicial Circuit, 2000 Main Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901, 

December 1992 – January 1995 

 

10. Describe the general nature of your current practice including any certifications which you 

possess; additionally, if your practice is substantially different from your prior practice or if you 

are not now practicing law, give details of prior practice. Describe your typical clients or former 

clients and the problems for which they sought your services. 

 

I am currently the Chief Judge of the Twentieth Judicial Circuit.  This position includes 

overseeing all of the administrative details of our five county circuit.  I am the first Chief Judge 

in the history of the Circuit to be elected to four terms.  In this position I have implemented 

Unified Family Court throughout the Circuit. I worked with law enforcement and the State 

Attorney’s office to install an electronic warrant system that allowed judges to sign warrants 

remotely and save law enforcement from having to go to the courthouse or judge’s home to get a 

warrant signed.  I have worked with Court Administration’s IT department, the clerk’s office, 

and an outside vendor to implement a judicial viewer circuit wide that allows all judges to 

receive orders from the Florida Bar Portal.  This allows judges the ability to review, modify, 

sign, and distribute orders from their computer.  All judges are required to do so in our circuit.  I 
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headed up our circuit’s COVID-19 response and worked to transition our judges to remote court 

events and making sure our citizens were still able to access our court systems and due process 

was being maintained.  I worked with our justice stakeholders, county court judges, and 

members of the bar to divisionalize Lee and Collier County Court dockets to bring specialization 

to the dockets and save resources of our stakeholders.  I managed the closings and openings of 

the Collier, Lee, and Hendry courthouses during and after Hurricane Irma. 

 

While serving as Chief Judge I have maintained a full docket.  Since 2018 I have presided over 

exclusively first party property Hurricane Irma cases.  This has included trying over 40 jury trials 

dealing with these cases.  Prior to taking on the Hurricane Irma Assignment I took on a general 

civil docket from a judge who resigned immediately and unexpectedly.  I covered this docket 

while the appointment process for the retired judge ensued.  I have also handled Probate and 

Foreclosure dockets circuit wide while serving as Chief Judge. 

 

Prior to being elected Chief Judge I had served in every division in the circuit.  I have been on 

the Felony, Juvenile, Family, and Civil dockets during my time as a Circuit Judge.  This included 

being Administrative Judge of both the Family and Civil Divisions. 

 

Before becoming a Judge I was a staff attorney for Allstate Insurance Company.  This involved 

handling litigation for primarily auto and homeowners suits.  I represented both insured’s and 

Allstate during this time.  This practice was an extremely busy trial practice that provided the 

opportunity for constant courtroom practice.  I started my time at Allstate as an attorney in the 

Fort Myers office.  Before I left I had been promoted to managing attorney and was responsible 

for merging the Sarasota office into the Fort Myers and Tampa offices and then managing both 

the Tampa and Fort Myers offices. 

 

My first legal experience out of law school was at the Twentieth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s 

Office.  I began in the Misdemeanor Division and progressed to the Juvenile and Felony 

Divisions.  Once again this experience gave me the ability to manage a high volume practice and 

an opportunity for frequent court time and a large number of trials.  When I left I was in the 

Felony Division and had tried all levels of offenses including murder. 

 

 

 

11. What percentage of your appearance in court in the last five years or in the last five years of 

practice (include the dates) was: 

 Court  Area of Practice  

Federal Appellate   % Civil  100  % 

Federal Trial   % Criminal    % 

Federal Other   % Family    % 
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State Appellate   % Probate    % 

State Trial  100 % Other    % 

State Administrative   %    

State Other   %    

   

TOTAL   100 % TOTAL   100  % 
 

If your appearance in court the last five years is substantially different from your prior practice, 

please provide a brief explanation: 

As stated above I have handled all areas of practice as a judge and have both Civil and Criminal 

experience as an attorney. 

 

12. In your lifetime, how many (number) of the cases that you tried to verdict, judgment, or final 

decision were: 

Jury?  100+  Non-jury?  100+  

Arbitration?   25  Administrative Bodies?  0  

Appellate?     
______0_________ 

 

 

 
13. Please list every case that you have argued (or substantially participated) in front of the United 

States Supreme Court, a United States Circuit Court, the Florida Supreme Court, or a Florida 

District Court of Appeal, providing the case name, jurisdiction, case number, date of argument, 

and the name(s), e-mail address(es), and telephone number(s) for opposing appellate counsel. If 

there is a published opinion, please also include that citation. 

 

None 

 

 

14. Within the last ten years, have you ever been formally reprimanded, sanctioned, demoted, 

disciplined, placed on probation, suspended, or terminated by an employer or tribunal before 

which you have appeared? If so, please state the circumstances under which such action was 

taken, the date(s) such action was taken, the name(s) of any persons who took such action, and 

the background and resolution of such action. 

 

None 
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15. In the last ten years, have you failed to meet any deadline imposed by court order or received 

notice that you have not complied with substantive requirements of any business or contractual 

arrangement? If so, please explain full. 

 

None 

 

16. For your last six cases, which were tried to verdict or handled on appeal, either before a jury, 

judge, appellate panel, arbitration panel or any other administrative hearing officer, list the 

names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of the trial/appellate counsel on all sides and 

court case numbers (include appellate cases). This question is optional for sitting judges who 

have served five years or more. 

 

17. For your last six cases, which were either settled in mediation or settled without mediation or 

trial, list the names and telephone numbers of trial counsel on all sides and court case numbers 

(include appellate cases). This question is optional for sitting judges who have served five  

years or more. 

 

18. During the last five years, on average, how many times per month have you appeared in Court or 

at administrative hearings? If during any period you have appeared in court with greater 

frequency than during the last five years, indicate the period during which you appeared with 

greater frequency and succinctly explain. 

 

Approximately 15 - 20 days per month 

 

19. If Questions 16, 17, and 18 do not apply to your practice, please list your last six major 

transactions or other legal matters that were resolved, listing the names, e-mail addresses, and 

telephone numbers of the other party counsel. 

 

20. During the last five years, if your practice was greater than 50% personal injury, workers’ 

compensation or professional malpractice, what percentage of your work was in representation 

of plaintiffs or defendants? 

 

When I was in private practice all of my personal injury work was on behalf of the defense. 

 

21. List and describe the five most significant cases which you personally litigated giving the case 

style, number, court and judge, the date of the case, the names, e-mail addresses, and telephone 

numbers of the other attorneys involved, and citation to reported decisions, if any. Identify your 

client and describe the nature of your participation in the case and the reason you believe it to be 

significant. 

 

a) Clark v. Allstate Indemnity Company – Lee Circuit Civil – 94CA3700.  Allstate Indemnity 

Co. v. Clark, 736 So.2d 1 (Fla. 2nd DCA 1998).  This was one of my first civil trials.  This 

case dealt with a tractor-trailer running a red light and running over the front of the plaintiff’s 
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vehicle.  The truck fled the scene and was never identified.  The plaintiff brought an 

uninsured motorist claim against Allstate Indemnity Company.  At trial, the Jury awarded the 

plaintiff money for past medical expenses, but no other damages.  Since there was no 

evidence that the tortfeasor had Personal Injury Protection Insurance (PIP), we did not 

receive the benefit of the “threshold” or “permanency” defense.  The plaintiff argued at a 

Motion for a New Trial that a new trial was warranted because a jury could not award past 

medical expenses without also awarding past pain and suffering.  The Court agreed and 

Allstate appealed.  The Second District Court of Appeals overturned and stated no award for 

pain and suffering is required and the verdict was reinstated.  This case was significant to me 

because it established new law in an uncertain area.  I was the sole attorney representing the 

defendant in this case at trial.  Mark Steinbeck was the plaintiff attorney on this case, his 

email is mas2424@aol.com and his phone number is (239)691-5060.  The case was presided 

over by the Honorable Lynn Gerald who is deceased. 

 

b) Reilly v. Simon Property Group, Lee Circuit Civil – 05CA624.  This was a class action filed 

against Simon Property Group for fees associated with the gift cards they issued for use at 

their retail malls.  I was co-counsel on this matter with Brian Blair, who is currently at Baker 

& Hostetler in Orlando.  We represented Simon Property Group.  This case was significant 

due to the nature of the action.  It was in a different area of law than I was used to practicing 

in.  This gave me the opportunity to broaden my practice area and research and argue new 

areas of law.  The case ended with a favorable result with an early dismissal of the action.  

Mr. Blair’s email address is bblair@bakerlaw.com and his phone number is (407)649-4050.  

The plaintiff attorney is this matter was David Harris, his email is david@harris.lawyer, and 

his phone number is (941)499-1400.  This was presided over by the Honorable John S. 

Carlin, his phone number is (239)533-2871 and his email address is jcarlin@ca.cjis20.org  

 

c) State of Florida v. Richard Purdy, Lee County Felony.  I tried this case with Andrew Swett, 

who is now a Lee County Judge.  This was a murder case that we tried in 1994.  This was 

significant because it was the first murder case I tried.  The victim in the case was HIV 

positive.  The defendant was his boyfriend.  In 1994 we were uncertain how a jury would 

view the facts and how that might affect the way they looked at this case.  The jury came 

back with a guilty verdict for 2nd degree murder, which was a lesser included offense.  

Ultimately I believe this was the right verdict in this case.  The Judge was the Honorable 

Isaac Anderson who is deceased.  Co-Counsel was the Honorable Andrew Swett.  His phone 

number is (239)533-9157 and his email is aswett@ca.cjis20.org .  I don’t have the additional 

information asked for in this case due to its age and inability to search for more details. 

 

d) State of Florida v. numerous juvenile defendants. This case was tried in Circuit Court in Lee 

County.  This case was significant because the victim was the Honorable Edward Volz and 

was tried in front of a retired Circuit Judge from the 12th Judicial Circuit.  Judge Volz home 

was burglarized right before Christmas.  The thieves took all of the Christmas presents from 

under his tree and loaded them in his truck.  His truck was later found in flames.  Four out of 

the five defendants were found guilty.  The case was significant based being familiar with the 
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victim and the fact I was chosen by my office to handle the case. The familiarity with the 

victim made me appreciate even more the way people are affected by the cases we handle as 

both judges and attorneys.  Once again I don’t have all the information about this case based 

on the age of the case and an inability to search for information about.  Judge Volz is now 

retired.  His email address is edvolz@comcast.net and his phone number is 239-850-4918.  A 

out of circuit judge was assigned the case. 

 

e) Durkee v. Fichter and Nolan, Lee County Civil, 96CA6850.  This case was tried in front of 

the Honorable Lynn Gerald, who is deceased.  The Plaintiff attorney was Randall Spivey.  

His phone number is (239) 337-7483 and his email address is randall@spiveylaw.com .  The 

plaintiff were insured by Allstate Insurance Company.  I was retained to represent the 

defendants by Allstate.  At his deposition the driving insured admitted to having drank before 

the accident.  There was never any request to amend to add a punitive damages count.  We 

admitted liability for the accident and did not allege any comparative negligence.  At trial the 

plaintiff pulled out a beer bottle from his brief case and argued about intoxication over 

objection.  This case was important because it illustrated the tripartite relationship between 

counsel, insured, and insurance company.  This emphasized the complex ethical questions 

you have to be cognizant of in the legal profession and be prepared to navigate through at 

any time. 

 

 

22. Attach at least two, but no more than three, examples of legal writing which you personally 

wrote. If you have not personally written any legal documents recently, you may attach a writing 

sample for which you had substantial responsibility. Please describe your degree of involvement 

in preparing the writing you attached. 

 

The first writing sample I have included is a judgment and order I wrote in connection with 

Kalra v. Kalra, Lee County Circuit Case 06DR2469.  This was a family law case I presided over.  

There are two documents related to this case attached.  The first is the “Final Judgment of 

Dissolution of Marriage” and the second is “”Order on Husband and Wife’s Motion for Fees and 

Costs”.  I drafted these documents in their entirety.  I used this sample because family law is one 

area I never practiced in before taking the bench.  I felt this was a standard judgment I prepared 

in this arena.  What made this case a bit out of the ordinary however was the attorney fees issue 

that included dueling requests for fees pursuant to Florida Statute 57.105.  The second document 

is the order dealing with the fee issue and granting 57.105 fees. 

 

The second writing sample is from US Home Corp v. D&D Investments of Lee County 

mentioned below in number 26.  This was the Final Judgment I drafted after the non-jury trial.  

This was a long trial with hundreds of exhibits.  There were many parties, and multiple other 

lawsuits dealing with business deal.  I think it is an example of one of the orders I have prepared 

in a more complicated commercial civil case.   
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PRIOR JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE OR PUBLIC OFFICE 

23. Have you ever held judicial office or been a candidate for judicial office? If so, state the court(s) 

involved, the dates of service or dates of candidacy, and any election results.  

 

I have been a Circuit Judge in the Twentieth Judicial Circuit since May of 2006.  I was appointed 

by Governor Jeb Bush and have not been opposed since my appointment. 

 

24. If you have previously submitted a questionnaire or application to this or any other judicial 

nominating commission, please give the name(s) of the commission, the approximate date(s) of 

each submission, and indicate if your name was certified to the Governor’s Office for 

consideration. 

 

I submitted to the Twentieth Judicial Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission in early 2006 for 

the position I was appointed to by Governor Bush.  I submitted an application to the same 

Judicial nominating Commission for a Lee County Judgeship in 2004, my name was certified to 

the Governor’s office for this position, but I was not selected.  In approximately 2001 I applied 

for a Circuit court position, but my name was not submitted to the Governor. 

 

Last year I applied for the newly created Sixth District Court of Appeal, I made the list that was 

submitted to the Governor, but obviously was not selected. 

 

25. List any prior quasi-judicial service, including the agency or entity, dates of service, position(s) 

held, and a brief description of the issues you heard. 

 

None. 

 

26. If you have prior judicial or quasi-judicial experience, please list the following information:  

 

(i) the names, phone numbers and addresses of six attorneys who appeared before you on 

matters of substance;  

 

1. Edward K. Cheffy 

821 5th Ave. South 

Naples, Fl  34102 

(239) 261-9300 

ekcheffy@napleslaw.com 

 

2. Shannon Doolity 

350 E. Marion Ave. 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

(941)637-2104 

sdoolity@sao20.org 
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3. Bud Kirk 

Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell 

300 South Orange Ave.  Suite 1400 

Orlando, FL  33919 

(407)619-1000 

bkirk@rumberger.com  

 

4. Honorable Kathleen Smith 

20th Judicial Circuit Public Defender 

1700 Monroe Street 

Fort Myers, FL  33901 

(239) 

kathleens@pd.cjis20.org 

 

5. Michael Corso 

(239)841-9213 

1715 Monroe Street  

Fort Myers, FL  33901 

michael.corso@henlaw.com  

 

6. Honorable Donald Mason 

Charlotte County Justice Center 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

(941)  

dmason@ca.cjis20.org 

 

(ii) the approximate number and nature of the cases you handled during your tenure; I began 

on the Felony, Juvenile, and Specialty Court Dockets in Charlotte County, I then moved to 

Lee County and handled a Family Law Docket, followed by a Civil Docket.  In my 16 years 

as a judge I have been assigned to every division and handled thousands of cases. 

(iii) the citations of any published opinions; and  

(iv) descriptions of the five most significant cases you have tried or heard, identifying the 

citation or style, attorneys involved, dates of the case, and the reason you believe these cases 

to be significant. 

 

1. Brock v. Board of County Commissioners of Collier County, 21 So.3d 844 (Fla. 2d DCA 

2009).  Collier Circuit Case Number 04CA941.  This was a meaningful case for me in a 

number of reasons.  I was on a family law docket in Lee County when I received this 

assignment.  All Collier County Judges had recused based on the parties involved.  So 

this was the first civil case I handled as a member of the judiciary.   
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The broad issue was the ability of the clerk to audit funds.  The Board of County 

Commissioners moved for Final Summary Judgment on all issues.  They believed that the 

case was purely a legal question.  The Clerk moved for a partial Summary Judgment 

arguing that a three week jury trial was needed based on significant issues of fact. 

 

I granted the Board’s Motion for Summary Judgment finding the auditing was not a 

specific or implied right of the Clerk.  I also found all the issues were legal questions and 

therefore no jury trial was needed.  The cite is to the 2nd DCA’s opinion on the case.  Of 

the three issues I ruled on they affirmed the first 3-0, and reversed the other two 2-1.  

They also agreed that the issues were issues of law.  The Florida Supreme Court accepted 

jurisdiction of the case.  By the time this occurred Justice Canady had moved from the 2nd 

DCA to the Florida Supreme Court.  He wrote the majority opinion for the 2nd DCA.  

Ultimately the Florida Supreme Court relinquished jurisdiction. 

 

This case is significant to me for a number of reasons.  It was the first civil case I handled 

as a jurist.  It involved a very public conflict that interested the press and had participants 

who were very familiar with the judicial process.  It also was the first time one of my 

decisions was reversed.  It also was the first case of mine that the Florida Supreme Court 

accepted jurisdiction over, albeit later relinquished.  Lastly, Justice Canady wrote the 

opinion in this case.  In later years I have worked closely with Justice Canady on a 

number of issues and have an incredible amount of respect for him. 

 

Plaintiff Attorneys 

 

Tom Grady 

720 5th Avenue South 

Suite 200 

Naples, FL  34102 

(239)777-6555 

mac@gradylaw.com 

 

Stephen Blount  

809 Walkerbilt Road Suite 7 

Naples, FL 34110 

(239)592-4815 

sblount@blountlaw.com 

 

Anthony Pires 

3200 Tamiami Trial North Suite 200 

Naples, FL  34103 

(239)649-6555 

apires@wpl-legal.com 

 



13 
 

Defense Attorney 

Theodore L. Tripp, Jr. 

2400 First Street Suite 300 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)337-6700 

ttripp@hahnlaw.com  

 

2. In Re Jane Doe, 14MH165, Lee County Circuit Court Case.  Cape Coral Hospital 

petitioned under Florida Statute 765.105 and Florida Statute 765.401 for expedited 

judicial intervention to withdrawal life prolonging procedures.  This case dealt with an 

elderly woman who the hospital had deemed “brain dead’ who was being kept alive at the 

request of the patient’s medical surrogate.  This was significant because the case dealt 

with medical prognosis, religious beliefs, family member’s wishes, financial obligations, 

and ultimately was a life or death decision.   

 

This case was one that required me to keep out of my decision any personal beliefs and 

emotion.  There was an extreme amount of emotion involved by a number of the 

participants.  The law set out a fairly straight forward standard of review, but 

implementation of that standard was not easy.  The condensed timeframe and media 

interest of the proceedings also made the case unique. 

 

Attorneys 

Elinor Baxtor 

3301 Bonita Bay Road Suite 100 

Bonita Springs, FL 34134 

(239)992-6578 

ebaxter@bmdpl.com 

 

Daniel J. Endrizal 

2069 First Street Suite 301 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)728-8555 

Daniel.endrizal@earthlink.net  

 

 

3. Dial v. Calusa Palms Master Assoc., Inc., 22 FLW SCO 115b (FLA. 2022).  The citation 

is to the recent Florida Supreme Court case affirming the Second DCA’s affirmance of 

my decision.  The issue was whether the Florida Supreme Court case of Joerg v. State 

Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co., 176 So.3d 1247 (Fla. 2015) which prohibited 

the introduction of evidence of Medicare benefits in a personal injury case for purposes 

of a jury’s consideration of future medical expenses also applied to past medical 

expenses.  I ruled that the prohibition did not apply and that the plaintiff could only black 

board the amount of the Medicare Lien and not the total amount of the bills. 
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This was significant not only because the case went to the Supreme Court and established 

precedent for all trial courts in Florida, but also because of the way I ended up with the 

case.  The case was being handled by another circuit judge who unexpectantly and 

immediately resigned.  Being Chief Judge I had to find coverage for his docket until a 

replacement was chosen by the Governor.  I ended up taking over this docket and this 

was one of the first trials I handled.  The issue came up in a Motion in Limine that I ruled 

on before the trial started.  This situation showed me once again how you never know 

when an important decision might crop up during even the most routine hearings. 

Plaintiff Attorneys 

Michael Noone 

1533 Hendry Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)461-5508 

service@goldberglaw.com  

 

Alexander Brockmeyer 

9111 W. College Parkway Point Dr. 

Fort Myers, FL  33919 

abrockmeyer@insurace-counsel.com 

Defense Attorneys 

Brittany Perez 

9132 Strada Place Suite 11400 

Naples, Fl 34108 

(239)552-5300 

bperez@wickersmith.com 

 

Craig Ferrante 

1516 Inventor’s Court 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)552-5300 

cferrante@wickersmith.com  

 

4. D&D Investments of Lee County Inc., v. U.S. Home Corp., 75 So.3d 1264 (Fla. 2nd DCA 

2011).  Lee County Circuit Case number 06CA3092.  The citation is simply a per curium 

affirmed.  The reason that I put these cases in this list is they were both multi week non-

jury trials dealing with land deals that fell apart after the 2007 recession.  I was on the 

civil docket soon after the real estate market‘s bottom fell out.  As a result of this our 

docket’s exploded.  At the height of the foreclosure crisis we had over 32,000 pending 

foreclosure cases in Lee County, but that wasn’t the only issue.  Also being filed were 

complex corporate land transaction lawsuits that required extended hearing and trial time.  
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Dealing with these issues as not only a trial judge but the Administrative Judge for the 

Civil Division allowed me to get a better understanding of these issues and the problems 

they created. 

 

Defense Attorney 

Edward Cheffy 

821 5th Ave. South Suite  

(239)261-1930 

ekcheffy@napleslaw.com 

 

Plaintiff Attorney 

Alan J. Kluger 

201 S. Biscayne Blvd. FL 27 

Miami, FL 33131 

akluger@klugerkaplan.com 

 

Meritage Homes of Florida v. Mood Development, Lee County Case Number 07CA8197. 

Another multi-week non-jury trial.  This dealt with a land banking deal that was used to 

transfer title to a property for tax purposes with the ability to buy the property back. I 

literally had hundreds of pages of notes on this case and it was one of the more complex 

legal issues I’ve had to deal with.  Once again this exemplifies the various cases that 

come in front of you as a judge and how you can move from the simple to the complex in 

moments. This case was ultimately per curium affirmed by the Second DCA. 

 

Plaintiff Attorney 

George Knott 

1625 Hendry Street Suite 301 

Fort Myers, FL  33901 

(239)334-2722 

gknott@knott-law.com 

 

Defense Attorneys 

Michael Furbush 

420 South Orange Ave  Suite 700 

Orlando, FL  32801 

(321)230-3872 

mfurbush@deanmead.com 

 

Gregory Woods 

9045 Strada Stell Court Suite 400 

Naples, FL 34109 

(239)325-4070 

gwoods@lawfirmnaples.com 
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5. Office of the Attorney General v. Bonita Bay Group, Lee County Case number 

10CA1113.  The Office of the Attorney General brought a FDUTPA action against 

Bonita Bay Group alleging their unilateral modification of their golf course deposit 

refund policy was actionable.  This case was unique and intellectually stimulating.  I 

enjoyed the high end legal argument and analysis.  It was also important to many people 

in the community and had significant media attention.  This is one of the cases that made 

me realize I would want to attempt to be an appellate judge in the future.  The argument 

by counsel was well thought out and I enjoyed the nuances of issues. 

 

Plaintiff Attorney 

Fulvio Joseph Gentili 

12333 Country Day Cir 

Fort Myers, FL  33913 

(508)935-9967 

 

Defense Attorneys 

Douglas Brown  

444 Seabreeze Blvd Suite 735 

Daytona Beach, FL  32118 

(407)375-1829 

 

27. Provide citations and a brief summary of all of your orders or opinions where your decision was 

reversed by a reviewing court or where your judgment was affirmed with significant criticism of 

your substantive or procedural rulings. If any of the opinions listed were not officially reported, 

attach copies of the opinions. 

 

A) Brock v. Board of County Commissioners of Collier County, 21 So.3d 844 (Fla. 2d DCA 

2009).  Discussed this case in Number 26 above 

B) Peacock v. Ace, 24 So.3d 750 (Fla. 2d DCA 2009).  The Defendant in this case was Pro Se.  

No transcript of the proceedings was maintained.  The award included accelerated rent which 

was inappropriate.  The Second DCA certified a question about factual findings in the order 

when no transcript is presented.  This question was not taken up by the Florida Supreme 

Court. 

C) CTX Mortgage Co., v. Advantage Builders of America, Inc., 47 So.3d 844 (Fla 2d DCA 

2010).  The Second DCA disagreed with my determination that an equitable lien existed in 

favor of a builder of a completed project on undispersed construction funds. 

D) Jackson-Jester v. Aziz, 48 So.3d 88 (Fla. 2d DCA 2010).  The Second DCA determined that 

there were issues of material fact that disallowed partial summary judgment. 

E) Smith v. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., et al, 103 So.3d 955 (Fla. 2d DCA 2012).  This dealt 

with a procedural issue of whether a complaint could be amended to change it from a 
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personal injury claim to a wrongful death action.  The 3d DCA had previously ruled that the 

personal injury claim was extinguished with the death of the plaintiff and a new suit had to 

be filed.  I accordingly followed the 3d DCA’s opinion as it was the only DCA to have ruled 

on this issue.  The Second DCA disagreed with the Third DCA and certified conflict.  Judge 

Black dissented, agreeing with the Third DCA’s position.  The Florida Supreme Court 

recently agreed with my position on this issue in Sheffield v. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., 329 

So.3d 114 (Fla. 2021). 

F) Fiore v. Hilliker, 170 So.3d 147 (Fla. 2d DCA 2015).  The Second DCA determined that 

there were issues of material fact that disallowed summary judgment. 

G) Verandah Development, LLC v. Gualtieri, 201 So.3d 654 (Fla. 2d DCA 2016).  The Second 

DCA affirmed my granting of summary judgment on liability, but reversed my summary 

judgment finding there was a material issue of fact about the timing of when the damages 

were payable. 

H) Williams v. Victim Justice, P.C., et al, 198 So.3d 822 (Fla. 2d DCA 2016).  This deals with 

an attorney fee dispute.  In the initial case the plaintiff sued Johan Santana, pitcher for New 

York Mets, for sexual assault.  During the course of the litigation both of plaintiff’s attorneys 

withdrew.  This included counsel from Colorado who had previously represented Kobe 

Bryant’s sexual assault accuser.  The prior counsel filed a separate action to collect their 

attorney fees.  A magistrate issued a report and recommendation granting a “Motion to 

Preserve Assets”.  I signed an “Order Adopting the Report and Recommendation of the 

Magistrate”.  The Second DCA determined there were not sufficient facts outlined in either 

the “Report and Recommendation” or the order adopting it. 

I) Winchel v. Pennymac Corp., 222 So.3d 639 (Fla 2d DCA 2017).  A magistrate issued a 

“Report and Recommendation” of foreclosure.  I signed an order approving the “report and 

recommendation”.  The Second DCA determined that the plaintiff had not proven standing at 

inception and that the defendant did not have to raise that issue during the trial. 

J) Maki v. Green Tree Servicing, LLC, 257 So.3d 1237 (Fla. 2d DCA 2018).  The Second DCA 

determined that the chain of ownership was not established and therefore standing was not 

established. 

K) Samad v. Pla,, 267 So.3d 476 (Fla. 2d DCA 2019).  The Second DCA ruled that my granting 

of an extension of time to file a statutory election to take an undivided interest in the 

decedent’s homestead as a tenant in common was in error. 

L) Mace v. M&T Bank, 292 So.3d 1215 (Fla. 2d DCA 2020).  The Second DCA majority ruled 

that there was insufficient evidence by the bank that the default notice was mailed to the 

borrowers, a condition precedent to foreclosure.  The dissent obviously disagreed and would 

have affirmed my judgment of foreclosure. 

 

28. Provide citations for significant opinions on federal or state constitutional issues, together with 

the citation to appellate court rulings on such opinions. If any of the opinions listed were not 

officially reported, attach copies of the opinions. 

 

None other than above. 
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29. Has a complaint about you ever been made to the Judicial Qualifications Commission? If so, 

give the date, describe the complaint, whether or not there was a finding of probable cause, 

whether or not you have appeared before the Commission, and its resolution. 

 

None 

 

30. Have you ever held an attorney in contempt? If so, for each instance state the name of the 

attorney, case style for the matter in question, approximate date and describe the circumstances. 

 

None 

 

31. Have you ever held or been a candidate for any other public office? If so, state the office, 

location, dates of service or candidacy, and any election results. 

 

None 

NON-LEGAL BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT 

32. If you are now an officer, director, or otherwise engaged in the management of any business 

enterprise, state the name of such enterprise, the nature of the business, the nature of your duties, 

and whether you intend to resign such position immediately upon your appointment or election 

to judicial office. 

 

None 

 

33. Since being admitted to the Bar, have you ever engaged in any occupation, business or 

profession other than the practice of law? If so, explain and provide dates. If you received any 

compensation of any kind outside the practice of law during this time, please list the amount of 

compensation received.  

 

I have taught legal classes at both Florida Gulf Coast University and Florida Southwestern 

University since becoming an attorney.  These were all part time adjunct teaching positions that I 

held while maintaining my full time employment listed above. 

POSSIBLE BIAS OR PREJUDICE 

34. The Commission is interested in knowing if there are certain types of cases, groups of entities, or 

extended relationships or associations which would limit the cases for which you could sit as the 

presiding judge. Please list all types or classifications of cases or litigants for which you, as a 

general proposition, believe it would be difficult for you to sit as the presiding judge. Indicate the 

reason for each situation as to why you believe you might be in conflict. If you have prior 

judicial experience, describe the types of cases from which you have recused yourself. 

 

None 
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

35. List the titles, publishers, and dates of any books, articles, reports, letters to the editor, editorial 

pieces, or other published materials you have written or edited, including materials published 

only on the Internet. Attach a copy of each listed or provide a URL at which a copy can be 

accessed.  

 

None. 

 

36. List any reports, memoranda or policy statements you prepared or contributed to the preparation 

of on behalf of any bar association, committee, conference, or organization of which you were or 

are a member. Provide the name of the entity, the date published, and a summary of the 

document. To the extent you have the document, please attach a copy or provide a URL at which 

a copy can be accessed. 

 

Workgroup on Improved Resolution of Civil Cases.  I am a member of this Judicial Management 

Council Workgroup and I have attached the final report we submitted to the Supreme Court 

recommending changes to various rules. 

Judicial Management Council Workgroup on Improved Resolution of Civil Cases (flcourts.org) 

 

Workgroup on the Continuity of Court Operations During and After COVID-19.  I chaired the 

civil subgroup of this committee.  During the course of the pandemic we authored many 

recommendation to Chief Justice Canady in regards to how we would continue to conduct 

proceedings during the pandemic.  As a result of these recommendations numerous Supreme 

Court Administrative Orders were implemented.  Attached is the final rules petition we made to 

permanently change the rules based on what we learned as a result of the temporary rule changes 

implemented during the pandemic. 

2021-990_petition_78342_petition2dmisc20amendments20to20rules2fcodes.pdf (flcourts.org) 

 

 

 

37. List any speeches or talks you have delivered, including commencement speeches, remarks, 

interviews, lectures, panel discussions, conferences, political speeches, and question-and-answer 

sessions. Include the date and place they were delivered, the sponsor of the presentation, and a 

summary of the presentation. If there are any readily available press reports, a transcript or 

recording, please attach a copy or provide a URL at which a copy can be accessed. 

 

Bar’s COVID-19 Pandemic Recovery Task Force turns its sights to the future – The Florida Bar 

Virtual Town Halls set for the 10th, 20th and Third circuits – The Florida Bar 

Florida Bar’s Recovery Task Force October 2020 meeting 

Lee County chief judge Mike McHugh rules first Boston Marathon (news-press.com) 

Interview after first Boston Marathon 

Court backlog - Fort Myers Florida Weekly 
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Florida Weekly Interview concerning COVID-19 protocols 

Remote hearings for civil cases may be the norm going forward – The Florida Bar 

Florida Bar’s Recovery Task Force meeting presentation and Q&A 

Courts ask for $16 million to clear pandemic backlog – The Florida Bar 

COVID-19 Legislative needs Florida Bar presentation 

The judge rules | Business Observer | Business Observer (businessobserverfl.com) 

Interview about running 

 

I have participated in a great number of interviews, lectures, panel discussions, conferences, and 

question and answer sessions.  Many of these dealt with practices and procedures within the 20th 

Judicial Circuit.  In the last few years most have been centered on COVID-19 protocols based on 

my appointment to the Florida Supreme Court COVID Workgroup, or the pending civil rule 

changes based on my appointment to the Judicial Management Council’s Workgroup on the 

Improved Resolution of Civil Cases.  I have never given a political speech.  I have included 

some of the links to some of my interviews or presentations that came up with a google search. 

 

Looking back at my calendar for the last six months shows I have spoken at the following events 

recently.  These events are consistent with the number and type I have historically spoken at, 

especially since I became Chief Judge. 

 

March 16th, 2023 – Florida Bar Construction Law Institute Seminar– Panelist in discussion about 

the effects of new rule changes on complex construction litigation. 

 

September 16th, 2022 – Southwest Florida Federal Bar Association Constitution and 

Naturalization Day – Read a portion of the Constitution and spoke to group. 

 

September 7th, 2022 – Collier County Bar Association – Panelist with Laird Lile, Esq. and Katy 

Esquivel, Esq at continuing legal education seminar about inventory attorneys. 

 

August 19, 2022 – Lee County Bar Association presentation on Mental Health Resources for 

attorneys in area.  Moderated panel that included Dr. Steve Cohen (psychologist specializes in 

professionals), John Lesko, JD – Florida Lawyers Outreach for Florida Bar, Lisa Terwilliger – 

Executive Director of Collier county Bar Association. 

 

LCBA General Membership Meeting - Lee County Bar Association | Lee County, FL 

(leebar.org) 

 

August 2nd, 2022 – Taught at Circuit Judges Education Conference on the proposed changes to 

the rules regarding civil proceedings in Florida.   

 

June 3rd, 2022 – Opening remarks and presided over the Honorable Erik Leontiev’s investiture. 
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June 3rd, 2022 – Collier County Young Lawyers Annual Ethics Seminar – Presented on local 

rules and ethical obligations in the 20th Judicial Circuit.  This was a CLE program for all lawyers. 

 

May 5th, 2022 – Presented Lee County Women Lawyers Association Jurist of the Year Award to 

the Honorable Josephine Gagliardi.  I made remarks about her career and presented award. 

 

April 29th, 2022 – Opening remarks and presided over the Honorable Nicole Mirra’s investiture. 

 

April 26th, 2022 – Opening remarks at the dedication ceremony of the Courthouse Tower to the 

late Honorable Isaac Anderson. 

 

Lee County Justice Center dedicated to Judge Isaac Anderson Jr. | WGCU PBS & NPR for 

Southwest Florida 

 

 

38. Have you ever taught a course at an institution of higher education or a bar association? If so, 

provide the course title, a description of the course subject matter, the institution at which you 

taught, and the dates of teaching. If you have a syllabus for each course, please provide. 

 

I have taught numerous courses at Florida Gulf Coast University and Florida Southwestern State 

College.  These courses have included Litigation, Torts, Criminal Procedure, Criminal Law, 

Constitutional Law, Introduction to Paralegal Studies, Legal Research, Business Law, and 

Writing, Will, Trusts, and Probate.  I taught from the late 1990’s until 2018.  I have included 

syllabi from a number of these courses. 

 

39. List any fellowships, honorary degrees, academic or professional honors, honorary society 

memberships, military awards, and any other special recognition for outstanding service or 

achievement. Include the date received and the presenting entity or organization. 

 

Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society, University of Florida 

Outstanding Florida Staff Attorney Allstate – Florida Division – 1997, 2000, 2002, 2005 

“Forty Under Forty” – Southwest Florida – 2006 

American Board of Trial Advocates Southwest Florida Chapter – 2011 Jurist of the Year 

The Brunson Foundation Corporation – “Men in Action” honoree - 2021 

 

40. Do you have a Martindale-Hubbell rating? If so, what is it and when was it earned? 

 

None 

 

41. List all bar associations, legal, and judicial-related committees of which you are or have been a 

member. For each, please provide dates of membership or participation. Also, for each indicate 

any office you have held and the dates of office. 
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Lee County Bar Association – 1993-Present 

Collier Bar Association – 2016-Present 

Calusa Inn of Court – 1995-1998, 2017-Present 

Middle District of Florida – 1993-Present 

Florida Bar Association – 1992-Present 

 

42. List all professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, charitable, or other organizations, other 

than those listed in the previous question to which you belong, or to which you have belonged 

since graduating law school. For each, please provide dates of membership or participation and 

indicate any office you have held and the dates of office. 

 

Judicial Management Council – 2020-Present 

 

Judicial Management Workgroup Trial Court Technology Strategies – 2021-Present. Chair 2021-

Present 

 

Judicial Management Council Workgroup on the Improved Resolution of Civil Cases – 2020-

2023 

 

Florida Supreme Court Workgroup on the Continuity of Court Operations and Proceedings 

During and After COVID-19 – 2020-Present. Chair Civil Workgroup – 2020 – 2022 

 

Florida Supreme Court Local Rules Advisory Committee – 2020 – Present 

 

20th Judicial Circuit Professionalism Committee – 2016-Present – Chair 2016-Present 

 

American Cancer Society – 2000-2012.  Chairman of Board 2008-2010. Chair Relay for Life 

2004-2006 – raised over $1,000,000 each year I was chair. 

 

Uncommon Friends Foundation – 1998-2006 

 

Florida Bar Small Claims Rules Committee – 2004-2007 

 

 

43. Do you now or have you ever belonged to a club or organization that in practice or policy 

restricts (or restricted during the time of your membership) its membership on the basis of race, 

religion (other than a church, synagogue, mosque or other religious institution), national origin, 

or sex (other than an educational institution, fraternity or sorority)? If so, state the name and 

nature of the club(s) or organization(s), relevant policies and practices and whether you intend to 

continue as a member if you are selected to serve on the bench. 

 

None 
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44. Please describe any significant pro bono legal work you have done in the past 10 years, giving 

dates of service. 

 

None 

 

45. Please describe any hobbies or other vocational interests. 

 

I am an avid runner.  I have run the Boston Marathon twice, New York City Marathon, Eugene 

Marathon, as well as numerous other marathons and races.  I also frequent the gym.  I enjoy 

reading and working in my yard. 

 

46. Please state whether you have served or currently serve in the military, including your dates of 

service, branch, highest rank, and type of discharge. 

 

None 

 

47. Please provide links to all social media and blog accounts you currently maintain, including, but 

not limited to, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram. 

 

None 

 

FAMILY BACKGROUND 

48. Please state your current marital status. If you are currently married, please list your spouse’s 

name, current occupation, including employer, and the date of the marriage. If you have ever 

been divorced, please state for each former spouse their name, current address, current telephone 

number, the date and place of the divorce and court and case number information. 

 

I am married to Liane Dean McHugh, educator, Florida Virtual School, July 15, 1996. 

 

49. If you have children, please list their names and ages. If your children are over 18 years of age, 

please list their current occupation, residential address, and a current telephone number. 

 

Michael Gareth McHugh, 24, currently at Emory Law School, (239).  Interned summer 2022 at 

the law firm of Bradley Arandt in Nashville.  He has accepted an internship next summer with 

Sullivan and Cromwell in New York City. 

Dylan Thomas McHugh, 21, currently enrolled at University of Florida, (239) 

Elizabeth Ann McHugh, 16 
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CRIMINAL AND MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS 

50. Have you ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor, including adjudications of guilt 

withheld? If so, please list and provide the charges, case style, date of conviction, and terms of 

any sentence imposed, including whether you have completed those terms. 

 

None 

 

51. Have you ever pled nolo contendere or guilty to a crime which is a felony or misdemeanor, 

including adjudications of guilt withheld? If so, please list and provide the charges, case style, 

date of conviction, and terms of any sentence imposed, including whether you have completed 

those terms. 

 

None 

 

52. Have you ever been arrested, regardless of whether charges were filed? If so, please list and 

provide sufficient details surrounding the arrest, the approximate date and jurisdiction. 

 

None. 

 

53. Have you ever been a party to a lawsuit, either as the plaintiff, defendant, petitioner, or 

respondent? If so, please supply the case style, jurisdiction/county in which the lawsuit was filed, 

case number, your status in the case, and describe the nature and disposition of the matter.  

 

I have been the defendant in two related civil matters.  The first was Bevan v. Lee County 

Property Appraiser, Lee County Case 10CA1677.  I was the successive judge on this case after 

the Pro Se plaintiff had moved to have previous judges disqualified.  They filed a Motion to 

Disqualify me in this case and based on it being a successive Motion for Disqualification I was 

able to decide the motion on its merits and deny the motion.  After denying the motion the 

plaintiff filed an Amended Complaint and added me as a defendant in the case.  They then filed 

another motion to disqualify me based on me being a party in the lawsuit.  I struck the Amended 

Complaint and continued to preside over the matter.  The plaintiff then filed Bevan v. McHugh, 

Lee County Case 10CA3836.  I was represented by the Attorney General’s office in this matter 

and the case was summarily dismissed.  As soon as it was filed however, the plaintiff once again 

filed a Motion for Disqualification in the original action asserting that I could not preside over 

his case while I had an active lawsuit with him.  I denied his motion. 

 

Those are the only matters I have been a party in. 

 

54. To your knowledge, has there ever been a complaint made or filed alleging malpractice as a 

result of action or inaction on your part?  

 

No. 
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55. To the extent you are aware, have you or your professional liability carrier ever settled a claim 

against you for professional malpractice? If so, give particulars, including the name of the 

client(s), approximate dates, nature of the claims, the disposition and any amounts involved. 

 

No. 

 

56. Has there ever been a finding of probable cause or other citation issued against you or are you 

presently under investigation for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by any court, 

administrative agency, bar association, or other professional group. If so, provide the particulars 

of each finding or investigation. 

 

No. 

 

57. To your knowledge, within the last ten years, have any of your current or former co-workers, 

subordinates, supervisors, customers, clients, or the like, ever filed a formal complaint or 

accusation of misconduct including, but not limited to, any allegations involving sexual 

harassment, creating a hostile work environment or conditions, or discriminatory behavior 

against you with any regulatory or investigatory agency or with your employer? If so, please 

state the date of complaint or accusation, specifics surrounding the complaint or accusation, and 

the resolution or disposition. 

 

No. 

 

58. Are you currently the subject of an investigation which could result in civil, administrative, or 

criminal action against you? If yes, please state the nature of the investigation, the agency 

conducting the investigation, and the expected completion date of the investigation. 

 

No. 

 

59. Have you ever filed a personal petition in bankruptcy or has a petition in bankruptcy been filed 

against you, this includes any corporation or business entity that you were involved with? If so, 

please provide the case style, case number, approximate date of disposition, and any relevant 

details surrounding the bankruptcy. 

 

No. 

 

60. In the past ten years, have you been subject to or threatened with eviction proceedings? If yes, 

please explain. 

 

No. 
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61. Please explain whether you have complied with all legally required tax return filings. To the 

extent you have ever had to pay a tax penalty or a tax lien was filed against you, please explain 

giving the date, the amounts, disposition, and current status.  

 

I have complied with all legally required tax return filings and I have never paid a penalty or had 

a lien filed against me. 

HEALTH 

62. Are you currently addicted to or dependent upon the use of narcotics, drugs, or alcohol?  

 

No. 

 

63. During the last ten years have you been hospitalized or have you consulted a professional or have 

you received treatment or a diagnosis from a professional for any of the following: Kleptomania, 

Pathological or Compulsive Gambling, Pedophilia, Exhibitionism or Voyeurism? If your answer 

is yes, please direct each such professional, hospital and other facility to furnish the Chairperson 

of the Commission any information the Commission may request with respect to any such 

hospitalization, consultation, treatment or diagnosis. ["Professional" includes a Physician, 

Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Psychotherapist or Mental Health Counselor.] Please describe such 

treatment or diagnosis. 

 

No. 

 

64. In the past ten years have any of the following occurred to you which would interfere with your 

ability to work in a competent and professional manner: experiencing periods of no sleep for two 

or three nights, experiencing periods of hyperactivity, spending money profusely with extremely 

poor judgment, suffering from extreme loss of appetite, issuing checks without sufficient funds, 

defaulting on a loan, experiencing frequent mood swings, uncontrollable tiredness, falling asleep 

without warning in the middle of an activity. If yes, please explain. 

 

No. 

 

65. Do you currently have a physical or mental impairment which in any way limits your ability or 

fitness to properly exercise your duties as a member of the Judiciary in a competent and 

professional manner? If yes please explain the limitation or impairment and any treatment, 

program or counseling sought or prescribed. 

 

No. 

 

66. During the last ten years, have you ever been declared legally incompetent or have you or your 

property been placed under any guardianship, conservatorship or committee? If yes, provide full 

details as to court, date, and circumstances. 
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No. 

 

67. During the last ten years, have you unlawfully used controlled substances, narcotic drugs, or 

dangerous drugs as defined by Federal or State laws? If your answer is "Yes," explain in detail. 

(Unlawful use includes the use of one or more drugs and/or the unlawful possession or 

distribution of drugs. It does not include the use of drugs taken under supervision of a licensed 

health care professional or other uses authorized by Federal or State law provisions.)  

 

No. 

 

68. In the past ten years, have you ever been reprimanded, demoted, disciplined, placed on 

probation, suspended, cautioned, or terminated by an employer as result of your alleged 

consumption of alcohol, prescription drugs, or illegal drugs? If so, please state the circumstances 

under which such action was taken, the name(s) of any persons who took such action, and the 

background and resolution of such action 

 

No. 

 

69.  Have you ever refused to submit to a test to determine whether you had consumed and/or were 

under the influence of alcohol or drugs? If so, please state the date you were requested to submit 

to such a test, the type of test required, the name of the entity requesting that you submit to the 

test, the outcome of your refusal, and the reason why you refused to submit to such a test. 

 

No. 

 

70. In the past ten years, have you suffered memory loss or impaired judgment for any reason? If so, 

please explain in full. 

 

No. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

71. Describe any additional education or experiences you have which could assist you in holding 

judicial office. 

 

72. Explain the particular contribution you believe your selection would bring to this position and 

provide any additional information you feel would be helpful to the Commission and Governor 

in evaluating your application. 

 

I have practiced extensively in both the Criminal and Civil arenas, likewise I have presided in 

every division in Circuit Court.  I have a great understanding of all types of actions that would 

appear before me at a District Court of Appeal Judge.  I have also served as Chief Judge for the 

last 7 years.  This position requires me to work with other judges and come to consensus in 



28 
 

regards to issues if possible, but also be willing to make final decisions on issues presented.  I 

believe there is some similarity with that function and serving on an appellate panel. 

 

I enjoy reading opinions and legal articles.  I often go to the DCA websites and watch the oral 

arguments from cases that I read in “The Florida Law Weekly”.  I am excited about the chance to 

deal with complex legal questions and analysis them at a deeper level.  On the Circuit Bench I 

am often pressed for time which reduces my opportunity to spend the time I would like writing 

orders.  I was awarded the highest grade in my Legal Research and Writing course when I was a 

1L. 

 

I have a strong belief in the role of the judiciary and separation of powers.  I am always 

cognizant of judicial branch’s obligation to look at the law in front of them and interpret that law 

by giving the words their clear meaning.  I feel strongly that without the three branches of 

government staying within their lanes and exercising the checks and balances outlined in the 

constitution our system of government does not work in the way it was envisioned.  I think this 

belief has benefitted the litigants and attorneys whose cases have appeared in front of me and 

would be even more beneficial on the appellate bench.  I would be extremely excited to be a part 

of the Court that decides the many important issues that are about to be heard by the Florida 

Supreme Court. 

REFERENCES 

73. List the names, addresses, e-mail addresses and telephone numbers of ten persons who are in a 

position to comment on your qualifications for a judicial position and of whom inquiry may be 

made by the Commission and the Governor. 

 

a) Chief Justice Charles T. Canady 

500 South Duval Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

canadyc@flcourts.org 

(850)  

 

b) Honorable Amira Fox 

State Attorney – 20th Judicial Circuit 

Lee County Justice Center Complex 

2000 Main Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

afox@sao20.org 

(239) 
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c) Tom Grady 

720 5th Avenue South 

Suite 200 

Naples, FL  34102 

(239)777-6555 

mac@gradylaw.com 

 

d) Mark Boyle, Esquire 

9111 W. College Pointe Drive 

Fort Myers, FL  33919 

(239)337-1303 

mboyle@insurance-counsel.com 

 

e) Bud Kirk, Esquire 

Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell 

300 South Orange Avenue Suite 1400 

Orlando, FL  32801 

bkirk@rumberger.com 

(407)619-1000 

 

f) Sheriff Carmine Marceno 

cmarceno@sheriffleefl.org 

14750 Six Mile Cypress Parkway 

Fort Myers, FL 33912 

(239) 

 

g) Chief Judge Robert Morris  

P.O. Box 327 

Lakeland, FL 33802 

(727) 

morrisr@flcourts.org  

 

h) Honorable Margaret Steinbeck 

2000 Main Street 

Fort Myers, FL  33901 

(239) 

msteinbeck@ca.cjis.org 

 

i) Laird Lile, Esquire 

3033 Riviera Dr. Unit 104 

Naples, FL 34103 

(239)649-7778 

llile@lairdalile.com 
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j) Scott Wilsker 

Trial Court Administrator, 20th Judicial Circuit 

Lee County Justice Center 

1700 Monroe Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239)633-5782 

scottw@ca.cjis20.org  

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

I have read the foregoing questions carefully and have answered them truthfully, fully 

and completely. I hereby waive notice by and authorize The Florida Bar or any of its 

committees, educational and other institutions, the Judicial Qualifications Commission, 

the Florida Board of Bar Examiners or any judicial or professional disciplinary or 

supervisory body or commission, any references furnished by me, employers, business 

and professional associates, all governmental agencies and instrumentalities and all 

consumer and credit reporting agencies to release to the respective Judicial Nominating 

Commission and Office of the Governor any information, files, records or credit reports 

requested by the commission in connection with any consideration of me as possible 

nominee for appointment to judicial office. Information relating to any Florida Bar 

disciplinary proceedings is to be made available in accordance with Rule 3-7.1(l), Rules 

Regulating The Florida Bar. I recognize and agree that, pursuant to the Florida 

Constitution and the Uniform Rules of this commission, the contents of this 

questionnaire and other information received from or concerning me, and all interviews 

and proceedings of the commission, except for deliberations by the commission, shall 

be open to the public. 
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