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To: Chair and Judicial Nominating Committee  

Regarding: Assistant State Attorney Sarah Thomas 

 

My name is Sergeant Brittny Olsen, with the New Smyrna Beach Police Department. I am writing in 

regard to Assistant State Attorney Sarah Thomas, to depict a strong recommendation for nomination. I 

have had the upmost pleasure of working alongside ASA Thomas in numerous felonious cases, to include 

multiple trials with guilty verdicts. As a detective, when a case I was investigating was assigned to ASA 

Thomas, I became excited, being offered a sense of extra confidence and hope that justice would be 

served on behalf of the victim(s).  

 

ASA Thomas is relentless; she is thorough; she is incredibly intelligent, with a passion for attention to 

detail and dedication to her work. ASA Thomas is also dependable, witty, quick-thinking, and always 

planning-ahead in her arguments. She is very tough, as well as understanding and fair.  

 

Working together, it was normal for ASA Thomas to contact me after-hours regarding cases we were 

currently working; even when her colleagues have long gone home for the evening. Her passion for 

justice is second-to-none. Her work ethic is unmatched. ASA Thomas is also always prepared and 

organized. She thinks like not only a prosecutor, but a defense attorney, leaving no stone unturned.  

 

I whole heartedly believe she would be the perfect candidate for this assignment and if given the 

opportunity, she would be nothing short of successful.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in the matter.  

 

Best, 

Sergeant Brittny Olsen #1477 

Delta Patrol Supervisor 

New Smyrna Beach Police Department  

246 Industrial Park Avenue 

New Smyrna Beach, Florida 32168 

386-424-2220 

bolsen@cityofnsb.com 
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January 19, 2024 

 

Sent Via E-Mail to TMydock@mydocklaw.com 

 

Seventh Judicial Circuit 

Judicial Nominating Commission 

 

 Re: Letter of Recommendation for Mrs. Sarah Thomas, Esq. 

 

Dear Chairman and Judicial Nominating Commission, 

 

On behalf of the Volusia/Flagler Association for Women Lawyers (VFAWL), I am writing to 

provide our highest recommendation for Attorney Sarah Thomas to be appointed to serve as a 

circuit judge in the Seventh Judicial Circuit.  

 

While I have not personally had the pleasure of witnessing Attorney Thomas in the courtroom, I 

have heard nothing but exemplary reviews from attorneys that work regularly with Attorney 

Thomas. In her capacity as a VFAWL Board Member, Attorney Thomas has exhibited exceptional 

leadership qualities. Her initiative in organizing community outreach and seeking out ways to 

benefit attorneys in our community reflects not only her professional dedication but also her deep-

rooted commitment to societal welfare.  

 

On a personal level, it is pertinent to note that Attorney Thomas exemplifies the highest ideals of 

integrity, honor, and courtesy, both as a legal professional and as a member of our community. I 

have witnessed this both in her capacity as a VFAWL Board Member and as a fellow Rotarian. 

Her ability to adeptly balance her professional obligations and community involvement with her 

responsibilities as a mother further underscores her exceptional organizational and leadership 

skills. In view of the foregoing, I am convinced that Attorney Sarah Thomas would be an 

outstanding addition to our state judiciary. Her legal expertise, coupled with her leadership skills 

and dedication to community service, render her an ideal candidate for a judicial position.  

 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 

cleffler@sllaw.com or (386)763-5083.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Carleen A. Leffler, Esq.  

Volusia/Flagler Association for Women Lawyers 
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20 Airport Road Ste C • Palm Coast, FL 32164 Offices 

Phone: (386) 246-0911 • Fax: (386) 437-0966 Port Orange • Ormond Beach • Palm Coast • Orange City 

January 18, 2024 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 
  

It is my pleasure to write this letter on behalf of my colleague and friend Sarah 
Thomas. Ms. Thomas is someone I've known for several years who, in my capacity as a 
defense attorney, is an extreme professional with a charming personality and extremely 
hard work ethic. Ms. Thomas is the type of attorney that makes everything she does 
look easy despite the job actually being complex, involving many moving parts. And 
this is how she operates, she handles numerous complex problems effectively and with 
such confidence and poise that you don't even realize the tasks were so difficult. I've 
worked with thousands of attorneys from across the state of Florida and on numerous 
occasions I have advised Ms. Thomas that she would succeed in any endeavor she 
chose because of her charming personality, intelligence, and her experience actually 
working and trying cases. Her ability to manage a large caseload, supervise her 
colleagues work, and try cases successfully is a testament to her qualities. If a judge or 
attorney puts her in a difficult situation, she does not lose her cool, she figures out a 
solution to the problem and handles it with poise. She is true to her word and someone 
I completely trust. I fully endorsed Ms. Thomas to a position as a circuit judge and this 
community would be proud of someone with her personality, experience, and work 
ethic as a member of our judicial team in the seventh circuit.  Again, she will succeed in 
any endeavor she chooses and she is the type of person that gets along with anyone, it is 
a pleasure to be in her presence and she is smart and hard working.  With warm 
regards I submit this letter and I remain, 

 
Very Truly Yours, 

 

/s/ David A. Shekhter. Esq./es
 

POLITIS & MATOVINA, P.A. 

By:  David A. Shekhter, Esquire 

 

 

DAS/es 

Enclosure(s)
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Hon. David L. Williams 
Commonwealth of Kentucky 

40th Judicial Circuit 
 

127 Courthouse Square     PO Box 660 Burkesville, KY 42717 
davidwilliams@kycourts.net  

P: (270) 864-5192           F: (270) 864-1418 
 

 

January 19, 2024 

 

Florida Courts Seventh Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission 

Travis Mydock, B.C.S. (Chair)  

Terrence White, Esq. (Vice Chair) 

Casey Arnold, Esq. 

Kelly Parsons Kwiatek, Esq. 

Andrew Morgan, Esq. 

John Reid, B.C.S. 

Raven Sword, Esq. 

Erica White, Esq. 

 

Hon. Committee:  

 

I am writing to express my support for Sarah Thomas regarding her application to be nominated for 

the judgeship that has become vacant upon the resignation of Hon. Raul Zambrano.   

 

By way of introduction, I am currently the Circuit Judge for Cumberland County, Clinton County and 

Monroe County, Kentucky, and have served as such for the last 10 years.  Prior to my judgeship I 

served as a state senator for over 25 years, the last 12 of which as Senate President.  Sarah Thomas is 

from my hometown of Burkesville, Kentucky, where she graduated high school.  I have known Sarah 

since she was a small child.  While she was attending the University of Louisville, she worked for me 

as a Legislative Staffer.  I was immediately impressed with Sarah’s work ethic and her attention to 

detail.  She was always prompt, considerate and dedicated.  Sarah went on to excel during her time at 

Florida Costal School of Law and has held many positions as a respected jurist since, including most 

recently serving as an Assistant State Attorney in the Career Criminal Unit in the 7th Judicial Circuit. 

 

Sarah is temperate, intelligent, hardworking and diligent, all traits desired in a judge. I am confident 

that Sarah’s prior experience as a trial lawyer and prosecutor will guide her in understanding the 

nuances of the legal issues that she will face as Circuit Judge. I unequivocally recommend Sarah 

Thomas for the vacant judgeship in the 7th Circuit and respectfully request that you include her name 

to Governor DeSantis in your recommendation for appointment. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

David L. Williams 

Judge, 40th Judicial Circuit 

Commonwealth of Kentucky 
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Daytona Beach Police Department
Jakari E. Young, Chief of Police

January 15,2024

129 Valor Boulevard • Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Telephone: 386-671-5000

www.dbpd.us

Dear Committee Members,

It is my honor and privilege to support Sarah Thomas to be the next Circuit Court Judge for the
7th Circuit. I have had the pleasure of working with Ms. Thomas for the past 5 years. During this time, my
agency and I, have relied on Ms. Thomas and her extraordinary trial skills to secure the convictions of
many dangerous individuals. Sarah makes herself available to our agency at all hours and helps with
anything we need. We often rely on Ms. Thomas to provide trainings and refresher courses on the law.
Ms. Thomas has been a voluntary instructor for our new cadet classes for the last two years.

Ms. Thomas recently prosecuted one of our largest human trafficking cases in this circuit. She
worked closely with multiple units at Daytona Beach Police Department and secured 13 convictions and
took another dangerous criminal off the streets. This case was an effort of passion for my agency. The
Defendant in this case was putting a trafficking amount of fentanyl into the streets of Daytona Beach
while also running a sex trafficking ring a mile away from the courthouse. Ms. Thomas spent many hours
at the police department prepping officers and advocates for their trial testimony to make them feel more
comfortable. She reviewed countless warrants and helped sort and organize the evidence in a meticulous
manner. This effort paid off when Derek Jones was convicted of 13 different crimes and sentenced to
spend the rest of his life in prison.

Ms. Thomas is personable, professional, and easy to work with. She has the appropriate demeanor to
control a courtroom and simultaneously treat people with deference and respect. I speak for my
administration and our agency when I say we would all be pleased to have someone like her on the bench.

JEY/an

100.2024.11105

Jakari E. Younj.
Chief of Police
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John S.  Hager,  Esq.     
Brett  M. Schwartz,  Esq.      Volusia:    (386)  449-8118

     Facsimile:   (888)  633-7595

January 18, 2024 

Sent via e-mail to  
tmydock@mydocklaw.com 

Seventh Judicial Circuit 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

 RE: Letter of Recommendation for Mrs. Sarah Thomas, Esq. 

Dear Chairman and Judicial Nominating Commission, 

I am writing to highly recommend Ms. Sarah Thomas, Esq. for the position 
of Circuit Judge within the Seventh Judicial Circuit. As an attorney 
practicing for almost 25 years, a former State Prosecutor, serving on the 
Florida Bar’s Grievance Committee and Rules of Criminal Procedure 
Committee, and now serving as the President of the Broward Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyer’s,  I have worked with many criminal defense 
attorneys, prosecutors and judges and know that Mrs. Thomas is the perfect 
candidate to be considered for this position. 

I have known Mrs. Thomas for several years and we have opposed each 
other on many cases.  Throughout our working relationship, she has 
consistently demonstrated an unparalleled commitment to ensuring that 
whatever the outcome, that she is fair, just and open-minded in listening to 
any mitigation for sentence that I had to offer.  She has a unique passion for 
justice and serving the community and does not take that responsibility 
lightly.  Although being on opposite sides of our criminal justice system, 
she has always treated me with respect and courtesy.  In addition, she 
possesses a great knowledge of the law, is always prepared for court  and 
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makes well-informed decisions, which are crucial for being an effective 
lawyer and judge. 

In conclusion, it is without any hesitation that I fully endorse Mrs. Thomas 
for the position of Circuit Judge.  I am confident that her legal expertise, 
sincerity and commitment to justice will further ensure the integrity of the 
judiciary if she is appointed as Circuit Judge.  If you have any further 
questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
jhager@defendyourcase.com or (386) 313-8350. 

Very truly yours, 

John S. Hager, Esq. 

JOHN S. HAGER, ESQ. 

JSH/tle
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PORT ORANGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

4545 CLYDE MORRIS BOULEVARD  
PORT ORANGE, FLORIDA 32129  

TELEPHONE (386) 506-5870 
FAX (386) 756-5311  

www.port-orange.org

 
Judicial Nominations Committee 
Executive Office of Governor Ron DeSantis 
400 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
tmydock@mydocklaw.com  
 
 
To the Judicial Nominating Commission, 
 
It is with tremendous confidence and honor that I recommend Sarah Thomas for the open Seventh Judicial 
Circuit Judge position.  I have worked alongside Sarah Thomas for five years in my capacity as a Law 
Enforcement Officer with the Port Orange Police Department. I can attest to Sarah’s professionalism, 
integrity, and dedication to justice, especially pertaining to crimes against children and child exploitation.  
  
Sarah Thomas is an exceptional attorney who has handled many complex and challenging cases with skill 
and expertise. She has a keen sense of the law and a strong ethical compass. She is always respectful of the 
rights and dignity of all parties involved, whether they are victims, witnesses, or defendants. She is fair, 
impartial, and compassionate in her decisions and actions. Sarah is supportive, approachable, and reliable, 
and has earned the trust and respect of her peers, supervisors, and clients. 
 
I believe Sarah Thomas would make an excellent Judge for the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Florida. Sarah 
has the qualifications, the experience, and the temperament to serve in this honorable and important role. 
She would uphold the highest standards of the judiciary and the law, and would contribute to the 
improvement of our legal system. 
 
I strongly endorse Sarah Thomas’ candidacy and urge you to consider her favorably. If you have any 
further questions, please feel free to contact me directly. 
 
 
 
 
Detective Kelsie Nugent 
Special Investigations Unit | Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force 
Port Orange Police Department 
4545 Clyde Morris Blvd. 
Port Orange, Florida 32129 
Phone: 386-506-5894 
Email: knugent@port-orange.org 
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Matt Kent 
CEO 
Q-PAC Systems, Inc. 
4010 Deerpark Blvd. 
Elkton, FL, 32033 
 
January 19th, 2024 
Letter of Recommendation for Sarah Thomas for Circuit Court Judge Position 
 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nominating Committee, 
 
As a native of St. Augustine, FL, I am writing to express my sincere support for Sarah Thomas as a highly 
qualified candidate for the position of Circuit Court Judge. She has a strong work ethic and an 
unwavering commitment to upholding the principles of justice.  
 
I am confident that Sarah possesses the qualities necessary to serve as an impartial, fair, and 
compassionate circuit court judge. Her dedication to maintaining the highest standards of ethical 
conduct makes her an ideal candidate for this position. I believe that she will contribute significantly to 
the enhancement of our local judicial system and community. 
 
At Q-PAC, we hold annual fundraisers to support local community initiatives, and Sarah has contributed 
to our effort. She passionately nominated Women Assisting Recovering Mothers (WARM), a long-term 
residential treatment facility for women facing drug and/or alcohol dependence, including those who are 
pregnant or post-partum. Her involvement and commitment to local initiatives is making a positive 
impact beyond her legal duties. 
 
I am available to provide any additional information or answer any questions the committee may have 
regarding her qualifications. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Kent 
mkent@q-pac.com 
904.669.2680 
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Judicial Nominating Committee

Dear Judicial Nominating Committee,

  I am writing this letter to wholeheartedly recommend Assistant State Attorney
Sarah Thomas for the position of Circuit Judge. I have had the privilege of
working closely with ASA Thomas for 6 years in her capacity as Assistant State
Attorney, and during this time, she has consistently demonstrated exceptional
qualities that make her an ideal candidate for a judgeship.

   ASA Thomas is not only an excellent legal professional but also an individual
who is remarkably easy to work with. Her approachable nature, coupled with
her outstanding interpersonal skills, fosters a collaborative and positive
working environment. She has the ability to engage with colleagues, legal
professionals, and the public with a high degree of professionalism and
empathy.

  One of ASA Thomas’s most admirable qualities is her unwavering commitment
to truthfulness and reliability. Her dedication to upholding the highest standards
of integrity is evident in all aspects of her work. Colleagues and superiors alike
trust her implicitly, knowing that she consistently operates with honesty and
transparency.

  ASA Thomas’s depth of knowledge in the field of law is truly impressive. Her
legal acumen, combined with a thorough understanding of relevant statutes
and case law, has consistently resulted in well-reasoned and legally sound
decisions. She has a remarkable ability to grasp complex legal issues and distill
them into clear and concise arguments, making her an invaluable asset to any
legal team.

Letter of  Recommendation

Subject: Recommendation for Assistant State Attorney Sarah
Thomas for Circuit Judge
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  ASA Thomas is widely recognized as a go-to person for advice on legal
matters. Colleagues frequently seek her counsel, and she is always willing to
share her expertise and insights. Her willingness to mentor and guide others
reflects not only her deep understanding of the law but also her commitment
to the professional development of her peers.

   Organized and meticulous in her approach, ASA Thomas consistently
demonstrates an exceptional ability to manage her caseload effectively. She
navigates through complex legal matters with ease, ensuring that all relevant
details are thoroughly addressed. Her organizational skills contribute to the
efficient functioning of the legal system, and her colleagues often look to her
as a model of effective case management.

  In addition to her legal prowess, ASA Thomas is known for her commitment to
fairness in her casework. She approaches each case with impartiality and a
dedication to ensuring that justice is served. Her reputation for fairness has
earned her the respect and trust of both legal professionals and members of
the community.

  In conclusion, I wholeheartedly recommend Assistant State Attorney Sarah
Thomas for the position of Circuit Judge. Her easy-going nature, truthfulness,
reliability, depth of knowledge, willingness to offer guidance, organizational
skills, and commitment to fairness make her an outstanding candidate. I am
confident that Sarah will bring exceptional qualities to the bench and
contribute significantly to the administration of justice in our community.
Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information or
clarification regarding my recommendation.

129 Valor Blvd, DB, FL.

Best regards,

Det. Matthew Smith
Advanced Technology and Cybercrime Unit/Internet Crimes Against Children
Daytona Beach Police Department

smithmatthew@dbpd.us
386-671-5231
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Kent Campus 3939 Roosevelt Boulevard  |  Jacksonville, FL 32205  |  P: (904) 381-3400     www.fscj.edu 

 

 

January 18, 2024 
 

 

Judicial Nominating Commission: 
 
This letter is to offer my highest recommendation for Sarah Thomas as an attorney 

and a person. I have known Mrs. Thomas for more than a decade as a student, advocate, 
attorney, and legal colleague. My time working with Mrs. Thomas as a student in law school 
was where I first recognized her immense talent. She was not only one of the most successful 
advocacy students I ever saw but was a leader amongst her peers, helping them to improve 
and experience success as well.  Following her time as one of the best and most awarded 
student advocates in law school, she then turned her attention to a life of public service as a 
prosecutor.   
  

There is no doubt that she could have had her choice of numerous associate positions, 
but she was always dedicated to serving her community. During her career she has taken the 
same traits that she exhibited in law school and used them to become an exceptional 
prosecutor. She has taken every opportunity to learn, refine her skills, and has the courtroom 
record to prove it. As Mrs. Thomas looks to take another step in her carrer of public service 
it is important to understand the character of your applicant. I am nearly twenty years into 
my legal career and have enough varied experience to know that the person that wears the 
robe is as important as their rulings. Every attorney knows the feeling of having a judge 
assigned to a case that we dread. Having a judge that is respected, professional, and also 
attorneys want to appear in front of regardless of how a case turns out is crucial to our 
profession. She is that candidate and would be a judge that would honor the robe 
intellectually, professionally, and with support from all of those that appear before her. 

 
A letter never allows for a complete understanding of its subject, so I would be happy 

to discuss Mrs. Thomas in more detail by phone at (904) 616-2920. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

      
Professor Nick Martino, J.D., LL.M. 

148 of 224



149 of 224



����������	�
���������������������������	��	������������ !"#$�%�& !"#$'& !"#$(�)*#"&+�",�-.//./0/1�-/2/1�3��"2�4(�����56�76�8�%"(����'&",�"6(�)*#"&+�9:;:<=:>?�@ABCD�EFGH<C;:I:JEK��LMNOPQ�RMST�SRSU�VWRXYZ[�\]Y]Q���̂FBI>_̀:Iab:>�Hc:;<BJ<de�<C�̀I<f<CBJ�@I<BJ�gBh���iJFI<>B�̂BI�jF?�kllmno���efE>F;DpfE>F;DJBh?;Ff��������������qrkns�otn_ukkv��wxyz{�|J<=<B�̂:I}:Ie�~FJ<=<BpfFCIF:JBh?;Ff�Q���{��FC>BEK��BCGBIE�vvK�vkvn��v�vk���Ly{�@IB=<d��E>F;D�~@fE>F;DpfE>F;DJBh?;Ff�Q������{�H:=:CeA�̀<I;G<e��G><;<BJ��ccJ<;BCe�HBIBA�@AFfBd������������������������������������������������������� ����������������¡����¢��¢�£�¤����������������������¥¦¦�������£�����§����̈©� �̈�������ª��«�����������£�¤�������������£�����¥������¬̈�®¢¢�������̄���̈��������¬�̈�������������¢���ª�̈����©� �������������������¦��¤�������¢�ª��«����ª����£�����ª�������������®¢¢���©�£��������«�������������ª����ª���� �ª�̈������̈��������©�°¬�¢��̈��������������ª��������ª�̈�ª���� �ª�̈����������������¢��±���̈����²�����¬�������³� ���������������¬�����������¦�����������¦������¬�̈�¦��¤�̈���ª�̈�������¦�����������������������£����©�¥������������£�����ª�̈������������������������́����������������µ̈�¦��¤�̈����¢��������������³� ����«�¡��«���ª������������¬�����������ª�¡�̈¬�̈���ª�̈�������������̈������«��¬������³¡���£��������«���������������¬����������̈ª����������¬�¶��̈����̈��������¤������������¢����������ª��«¡��«�������������������������������¢��������¢����¬�¤�����©� ������������̈�¤��������������̈����������������������̈�����¤�����������¢������«�� �ª�̈���¡������������¤�����������¢������«���¬�������ª�̈���̈ �̈��¦������·�̈��¡����̈�����ª�̈���̈���¬���̈��������©���������������¢��������� �ª�̈�¦�����������¢����¬��ª�����£������������¦�¡������¬�̈�¦��¤�̈��©�¥�������� �����������¦�̈��¬�����������̄���̈����¢¢���������������������̈��������������� �̈¦����ª�������� ����������¬����¢�ª�¤����¡��������̈� ���������³�̈����̈��������«��¢�����������¬©� �ª�̈�����ª���¢������¡����¬�������¢���������̈�����¦��̈�����·����̈©�²�����������������������������¡������̈�� ���������������¤�����������¢¢����̈��ª�̈�«���������ª��«�����������ª�¬̈����«�����������������«���������������¤����¬���̈�̈©� �����¤�¤���¬�����¡���£��������������������¢�¤��¬�̈�����̈���¦�̈�����̈�������������������¢�������¦��¦��¡����������¤���̈�¦¦�������¢����̈�����������ª��«��̈��������������������������̈��������¦����¦����������������¢¢���¢�������������©�£�����¦��¡�¡�¬����̈����¤��������̧�������¢¢����̈��������������̈���¬�����¢��������ª¬���¡���������̈���¬� �̈���������«�¡��«����ª����ª��¢��̈�����©� ��̈������ª��������������������������«�¹ �ª�������¡�·�̈����«�����©º�£��̈�̈������������ ����«����¦�����������¬���¦��������������¬� �ª�����¡�����¢�������ª¬���̈���̈©�£�����¡����̈��¤��¬���������������ª�������¦�����̈�����������¬��������������¡�����������ª¬����¡����̈������������© 150 of 224



151 of 224



������������	���
�����������	����������������������������� �!�����"!�����#�$%��!&��'�()**)*+*,�(+-(*�.���-�/�01��2%�34��5#�� �$�4��5#�"567�!�'�%��!&�89:9;<9=�>?@AB�CDEF;A:989GCH��IJKLMN�OJPQ�POPR�STOUVWX�YZVZN���[D@8=\]98̂_9=�F̀9:;@G;a>�;A�]8;b;A@G�c8;@G�d@e���fGD8;=@�[@8�gDh�ijjklm���>bC=D:BnbC=D:BG@eh:Db��������������opilq�mrl\siit��uvwxy�zD{98�|h�F>8:EG@�}8ea>8:EG@nÈ?@b;A:h:Db~N���y�FEA=@CH��@AE@8C�t�H�titl�t�im���Iwy�c8@<;a��C=D:B�}cbC=D:BnbC=D:BG@eh:Db~N������y�d9�98�D��z9:Dbb9A=@̂DA��D8�F@8@?�c?Db@a����������������������������������������������������������������� �¡�����¢����������������������������£���¤���£�¤���¥¤�¦� � §̈ ©ª«�¬�®̄«°±²³́�µ¶́�·µ¶®·�̧�¹º»¼½¾»¿À
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265  Keni lworth  Avenue    Ormond  Be ach,    F lo r id a  3 2 17 4    38 6. 6 7 2 .9 5 15    F a x  3 86 . 6 73 .6 5 5 4 
LB  #0003612 L C  # 00 0 0 35 7 

January 19, 2024 

 
Letter of Recommendation 
Sarah Thomas for Circuit Court Judge 

 
Chairperson of the Judicial Nominating Committee: 

 
Please accept this letter in support of Ms. Thomas regarding the appointment of Circuit Court Judge.  My 
support for Ms. Thomas is from personal knowledge of her outside of the legal community and court but 
through social interaction. 

I have known Ms. Thomas for over a year and during that time from numerous conversations have found 
her to be a sincere and trustworthy person regarding the well-being of individuals.  She has proven to me 
many times in our conversations of her balanced commitment to both family and career.  Many friends of 
mine are either current or retired Judges with high regard.  In my opinion, the appointment of Ms. Thomas 
will place her within the same circle of peers. 

 
I strongly recommend the appointment of Ms. Thomas for Circuit Court Judge.  She has the integrity to 
serve in this highly respected position as Judge in our judicial system. 

 
Respectively submitted: 

 
Roger W. Strcula, PE, CPESC 
President 
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Attn: Judicial Nominating Commission          16 January 2024 
The Florida Bar
651 E. Jefferson St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300 

Dear Chairperson and Judicial Nominating Committee,

It is an honor to write this letter of support on behalf of Ms. Sarah Thomas for Circuit 
Court Judge in the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Florida.  I have known Sarah and her family for 
over a decade. We became friends in our first year of law school and I owe much of my law 
school success to her influence.  Although we practice in different fields of law today, she is still 
one of the first people I would call for advice on a tough matter.  Sarah is a natural leader of high 
integrity with sharp legal acumen, patience and courage. She is the absolute perfect candidate for 
Circuit Court Judge and has my highest recommendation. 

I currently serve as a Lieutenant Commander in the United States Navy, Judge Advocate 
Generals Corps (JAGC), and I write this letter in my personal capacity.  I have lived all over the 
world practicing with and against excellent attorneys.  Some highlights include serving as a 
federal prosecutor with cases spanning Europe, Africa and central Asia; Special Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, District of Hawaii; and most recently serving as the lead attorney (Staff Judge 
Advocate) to the Commander of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.   Currently I am 
focusing in National Security Law and working on a masters at the U.S. Naval War College, 
with a specialization in ethics and emerging military technologies.  I highlight these positions 
because I have encountered a plethora of incredible attorneys, military judges, and military 
officers.  With confidence I can say that Sarah is at the top of the list of those people.   

Sarah inspired me to apply to the U.S. Navy JAGC and I firmly believe it was her 
influence during law school that made me a competitive candidate.  I was highly motivated by 
Sarah's drive, can-do spirit, and community focus.   As a result, I believed I could do it all, just as 
she did.  While in law school she served as the president of Student Bar Association, was a top 
advocate in Moot Court and Mock Trial, all while interning, earning pro bono honors and most 
of all, prioritizing her family.  Sarah is no different today. She is an active member of the local 
community, an experienced and successful prosecutor, and respected attorney.  Of equal import 
is Sarah’s character.  I believe this also sets her apart from other candidates.  The community of 
the Seventh Judicial Circuit would greatly benefit from Sarah’s resolve, integrity, steady bearing 
and compassion.   

It is a pleasure to write this letter in support of Sarah and she has my highest 
recommendation for Circuit Court Judge.  Should you have and questions or would like to 
discuss this letter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (904)-655-7605 or 
sterling.spencer@usnwc.edu.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sterling S. Spencer 
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